
G O I N G  D E E P E R 

D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E

N o v e m b e r  2 4 ,  2 0 1 3



Discussion Guide

The hope of renewal
Ruth 4

Connecting: 
45 minutes 
(The following questions are intended to 
provide your group with a way of connecting 
with one another so that you might partner 
in the work God is doing in your lives.)

In what ways did God move in your •	
life this week? In what ways did you 
respond to him? 
What was your biggest challenge this •	
week? In what ways, if any, did you 
invite God into this challenge?
How honest have you been with us? •	
(Graciously thank group members for 
their honesty if they answer that they 
have held back.)

Getting Started: 
10 minutes

When something breaks, do you •	
throw it away or do you look for a way 
to repurpose the item? Would you 
elaborate?

Diving Into the Text:
60 minutes 
(The following questions are intended to 
provide your group with a simple road map 
through the text. Feel free to use these 
questions in ways that best fit your group 
and the dynamics of your own meeting.)

Using the background notes, explain the •	
narrative context for Ruth 4. Then, read 
Ruth 4 aloud slowly. Seek to imagine 
the scene unfolding before you.

In the text, in what ways do you see •	
life trajectories changed? To where, if 
anywhere, do these trajectories point?

What, if anything, do we discover about •	
God and his character through these 
changed trajectories?

What hope, if any, do these changed •	
trajectories provide to those who 
experience brokenness?

When people experience brokenness, •	
do they feel they have hope? Could you 
explain?  

In your own experience with •	
brokenness, do you find that you grasp 
hope easily or is this difficult for you? 
Would you elaborate? 

Assuming that God works today as he •	
did in the time of Ruth and Naomi, 
what hope might you have in your own 
experience of brokenness? Is this easy 
or difficult for you to envision? Would 
you explain further?

Read Psalm 130 aloud slowly, allowing •	
the text to soak in. Read the psalm 
aloud once more or perhaps focus on 
verse 7. Give space to make this your 
own personal hope-filled prayer of 
waiting upon God’s movement in your 
own life.

Spend time in prayer for those in your •	
group, asking God to fill you with hope 
as you wait on him in your times of 
brokenness.



Context and Background
The guardian-redeemer
Throughout the Mosaic Law, God revealed 
that he was one who championed the cause 
of those who found themselves marginalized 
and in need. God’s concern was not just 
for those who found themselves without a 
support network—widows, orphans, and 
foreigners—but for normal people as well. 
God knew that normal people could find 
themselves in times of need and distress 
and provided guidelines for how their 
support network was to rally around and 
support them. One of these ways was the 
identification of the duties of a guardian-
redeemer (Leviticus 25.25-55). The guardian-
redeemer was the nearest male relative to the 
person who found himself in distress. The duty 
of this relative was to rescue his kinsperson. 
The form of rescue depended on the form of 
distress. Lost property was to be purchased 
and returned to the relative (Leviticus 25.25, 
29), and those sold into slavery were to be 
rescued (Leviticus 25.49). The guardian-
redeemer could also function as the person 
who avenged the wrongful death of a family 
member (Deuteronomy 19.1-14) and could 
in certain circumstances marry a deceased 
family member’s wife to raise up children 
in the deceased man’s name (Deuteronomy 
25.5-6; Ruth 3-4).

The Text
Ruth 4.1-15: Renewal of the present
As the third act of the story of Ruth comes 
to a close in chapter 3, Ruth and Naomi find 
themselves somewhat disoriented. The plan 
to have Boaz marry Ruth seems to have 
unraveled. Naomi and Ruth must now wait to 
see how things unfold between Boaz and the 
guardian-redeemer to know the trajectory of 
their future (Ruth 3.18). 

While Ruth and Naomi discuss the events of 
the night, Boaz makes his way to the city gate. 
City gates were built as defensive structures 
but often served the additional functions of 
main entrances, local courts, and community 
administrative complexes. Likely, Boaz was 
hoping to catch the closer relative as he left 
town. When Boaz arrives at the city gate, it 
just so happens that the man he is searching 
for arrives. Once more, the reader encounters 
an example of divine providence, the hidden 
hand of God moving. Boaz requests that the 
man be seated and quickly assembles ten 
town elders. It is apparent that he wishes to 
conduct official business.
The business at hand is the redemption 
of Naomi’s property. More than likely, the 
property had been sold by Elimelek before 
his departure to Moab and what is in view 
is the right to purchase the land back from 
those to whom Elimelek had sold it. (See The 
guardian-redeemer.) Normally, the guardian-
redeemer would buy the land for the purpose 
of giving it back to Naomi and her sons. 
However, since Naomi had no living sons and 
no prospect of having additional sons, the 
redemption of the land appears to be a simple 
land acquisition. For a small investment, 
the guardian-redeemer can add to his land 
holdings. Thus, he agrees to act upon his duty 
to be the guardian-redeemer by purchasing 
the land. However, before this man can rise, 
Boaz notes that upon buying the land the 
guardian-redeemer would also acquire Ruth 
to be his wife. Here Boaz does not refer to 
a legal but rather to a moral obligation. In 
Deuteronomy, God instructed Moses that 
should a man die leaving his wife without a 
son, his brother was to marry the woman in 
order to raise up a son in the first brother’s 
name; that is, the remaining brother was to 
perpetuate the family line (Deuteronomy 
25.5-9). ). Boaz seems to be referencing this 
in his mention of acquiring Ruth. 



Obed becomes the father of Jesse who in 
turn becomes the father of the great king 
David. Thus, God’s movement among the 
brokenness of Ruth and Naomi sets up the 
lineage of one of Israel’s greatest kings. 
However, the story moves forward, for 
Jesus himself comes from the line of David 
(Matthew 1).

Application: 
When life breaks we wrestle not just with the 
realities of the present but with the potential 
realities of the future. However, when we 
situate our lives around God in the present, we 
experience his providential care in such a way 
that our present is renewed and our future is 
reoriented. Somehow our openness to God’s 
movement in our lives makes room for him to 
restore us, and it also partners us with God’s 
greater kingdom movement. Our openness 
makes us part of this greater divine movement 
which changes not just our lives but the lives of 
those who follow us.

Want to know how this looks in real life? Check 
out Blake’s blog at blakeshipp.blogspot.com.
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This was not the duty of the guardian-
redeemer but rather an immediate brother. 
However, the spirit of the laws regulating 
the guardian-redeemer was to keep the land 
with the original family. This was possible 
if Ruth, who was still capable of bearing 
children, was married and given the chance 
to bear a son. Thus the moral obligation 
was to raise up a son and not just to buy the 
land. Suddenly what seemed to be a simple 
land acquisition became much more serious 
and costly. To buy the land and marry Ruth 
would mean that money would be spent 
to buy the land and raise a son without any 
capital return. Rather, this would require a 
significant financial loss shouldered by the 
guardian-redeemer. With this in mind, the 
closer relative declines to act and gives the 
right to Boaz who formalizes the transaction 
before the witnesses.

Boaz acts upon his pledge to redeem and 
marries Ruth. We can assume he also buys 
back the land though this part of the story 
is dropped by the narrator as it never really 
was the focus. The Lord enables Ruth to 
conceive, something she could not do 
during her ten-year marriage to Mahlon, 
and she gives birth to a son. At this point, 
Ruth’s present is renewed and restored. Her 
shame is removed as she now has a husband 
and a son. Likewise, Naomi’s present is 
renewed and restored as Ruth gives Naomi 
the child, thus reversing Naomi’s stigma 
of childlessness. Though not through 
conventional means, Ruth and Naomi find 
themselves fully restored.

Ruth 4.16-22: 
Reorientation of the future

While God has moved to restore the present, 
his movement in the present completely 
reorients the future. The child born is named 
Obed.


