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Discussion Guide

Living by grace
John 1.1-18

Connecting: 
45 minutes 
(The following questions are intended to 
provide your group with a way of connecting 
with one another so that you might partner 
in the work God is doing in your lives.)

In what ways did God move in your •	
life this week? In what ways did you 
respond to him? 
What was your biggest challenge this •	
week? In what ways, if any, did you 
invite God into this challenge?
How honest have you been with us? •	
(Graciously thank group members for 
their honesty if they answer that they 
have held back.)

Getting Started: 
10 minutes

What would you say are some essential •	
rules by which to live? (Example: Do 
not eat yellow snow.)

Diving Into the Text:
60 minutes 
(The following questions are intended to 
provide your group with a simple road map 
through the text. Feel free to use these 
questions in ways that best fit your group 
and the dynamics of your own meeting.)

Using the background notes, explain •	
the narrative context for John 1. Then, 
read John 1.1-18 aloud slowly. 
In the text, John claims that the one •	
who made the world has entered the 
world. According to John, what are the 
implications of God’s entrance into the 
world?
Think about these implications. If •	
true, what changes would they bring? 
In your mind, which are the biggest 
changes? Would you elaborate?
One of the implications John notes is •	
that people no longer have to live by 
keeping the rules (John 1.16-17). In 
what ways, if any, is living by keeping 
the rules the default manner of living? 
What does this look like in everyday 
life?
Would you say that you are a person •	
who lives by the rules? Would you 
explain? 
If you were told that the best way to live •	
was not found in adhering to the rules, 
what would you think? Why might you 
react in this way?
Paul describes this life by grace in Titus •	
2.11-14. In what ways, if any, does this 
life of grace differ from a life lived by 
the rules? 
What might living in this manner look •	
like for you? What, if anything, keeps 
you from living in this manner?
A life lived by the rules says, “I will.” A •	
life lived by grace says, “God will.” Sit 
with God for a few moments, holding 
your life before him. Allow him to show 
you which of these statements your life 
is now making. Ask God what might lie 
behind the statement of your life. Sit 
with God and allow him to be enough 
for you, making the simple assertion 
with your stillness that “God will.”



Context and Background
Grace
In Christian circles, grace is often defined as 
God’s free gift of salvation. This definition 
is rooted in Paul’s description of God’s 
generous movement to redeem and rescue 
people (Ephesians 2.1-10). In this rendering, 
grace is something given by God to people, 
meant to be experienced in a momentary 
and transactional manner. While grace does 
encompass God’s free gift of salvation, God’s 
grace is actually much bigger. God’s grace 
might be defined as God’s efficacious power. 
It is the beneficial use of this grace (power) 
which creates and sustains life (Matthew 
5.45; 6.25-33), something often referred to 
as God’s common grace. The directing of this 
grace toward people of faith does more than 
sustain them physically; it transforms their 
lives into that which God desires (Titus 2.11-
14), something often referred to as efficacious 
grace. It is efficacious grace which moves our 
understanding of grace beyond a momentary 
experience of salvation. Efficacious grace is 
that stuff upon which the followers of Jesus 
depend for their daily existence as a person 
of faith (Romans 5.1-2; Galatians 2.21). 
Therefore, grace is what creates life, moves 
a person to a state of new life in Christ, and 
which enables that person to follow after 
grace. Understood in this way, one can grasp 
the sense of the saying “All is grace.”

The Text
John 1.1-13: The Creator enters his world
The Gospel of John tells the story of Jesus’ 
birth by framing the birth within the context 
of the larger narrative of God and his creative 
movement. John clearly intends his Gospel to 
echo the opening words of Genesis 1.1, “In 
the beginning.” John then quickly sums up the 
essence of Genesis 1-2. Before God created, 
God alone existed, and then God spoke.
This spoken word of God was what gave rise 
to all that existed, filling it with both form 
and life (Genesis 1). What John makes clear is 
that this spoken word of God is not something 
separate from God but is an extension of his 
person; that is, God’s spoken word is God 
himself. It is this spoken word which gave 
light to creation as he was light and life. 
John jumps to the more recent ministry of 
John the Baptist, noting that the crux of this 
ministry was the announcement that light 
was about to enter the world. The implication 
is anything but subtle. The light, which is God, 
was coming into the world. However, this 
entering is tragically ironic because the world 
which the light created did not recognize 
him. However, those who do recognize and 
receive him find that they are made part of 
God’s family.

John 1.14-18: Experiencing the Creator
The question which John raises with his 
statement about missing the Creator is how 
could people miss the one who made them? 
John’s answer is that the one who made the 
world entered it by taking on human flesh 
so that he might dwell among people. John 
uses language here that echoes the Jewish 
Tabernacle resting among the people of Israel 
which implies the intention of this heavenly 
visit (Exodus 33.7-11; 35.4-40.38). 



Application: 
The birth of Jesus has been so celebrated 
that it has become ordinary and common. 
For many of us, Jesus’ birth is one of the 
many things we celebrate and then move 
on. It is wonderfully ordinary, anything but 
life-changing. This was certainly not the 
experience of those who first learned of 
Jesus’ birth. Jesus’ birth changed everything. 
The birth of Jesus was the grand movement 
of God, a movement that challenged the 
assumption that life could be lived by 
following the rules. While the rules (God’s 
Law) demonstrate to us the right path of 
life, they do not empower us to live that 
life. Therefore, God enters the world in 
flesh. He reveals the fullness of his glory to 
those who would recognize him in order to 
share with them his own divine power, thus 
empowering them to truly live. The result is 
that life is no longer about trying to do right 
or attempting to be good. Life no longer 
consists of the drive to be perfect, but life 
is now found in a state of dependence upon 
God’s own power and presence.

Want to know how this looks in real life? Check 
out Blake’s blog at blakeshipp.blogspot.com.
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God took on flesh so that people might 
encounter his glory in a visible way, 
something John states openly noting that 
this glory manifested grace and truth, which 
is another way of saying that power and 
reality were made plain. (See Grace.)
At this point, John inserts the testimony 
of John the Baptizer because it verifies the 
nature of the one who took on flesh.  He 
then returns to the nature of the enfleshed 
word of God. This one is full of grace and 
truth, and he shares his fullness with all 
people, granting them grace to replace the 
grace they had already been given.
With the reference to the already given 
grace, John mentions the Mosaic Law. The 
Mosaic Law was God’s gift to the people 
of Israel teaching them how to live. The 
trouble with this grace was that it lacked 
power (Romans 8.3). The Law could not 
enable people to live as God desired. Thus, 
the enfleshed word grants his own grace 
(power) to enable people to live as they 
could not live under the law. The end result 
is that life is no longer to be lived by keeping 
the Law but by depending upon God’s own 
power and presence (Galatians 2.20-21).


