
G O I N G  D E E P E R 
D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E
N o v e m b e r  1 ,  2 0 1 5



Discussion Guide
Intimate
Connecting: 
45 minutes 
(The following questions are intended to provide your 
group with a way of connecting with one another so that 
you might partner in the work God is doing in your lives.)  

• In what ways did God move in your life this 
week? In what ways did you respond to him?  

• What was your biggest challenge this week? In 
what ways, if any, did you invite God into this 
challenge?  

• How honest have you been with us? (Graciously 
thank group members for their honesty if they state they 
have held back.) 

Getting Started: 
10 minutes
• Do you think God still shows up in tangible 

ways to people today? Could you elaborate?
Diving Into the Text:
60 minutes 
 (The following questions are intended to provide your group 
with a simple road map through the text. Feel free to use these 
questions in ways that best fit your group and the dynamics of your 
own meeting.)

• Use the notes to explain the concept of 
glory and John’s use of the term logos 
(word).

• Read John 1.1-14 aloud, slowly. Pause to 
allow the words to resonate and move from 
head to heart. Read the text once more, 
allowing God space to speak through them 
to you personally.

• According to John, who is God? What is he 
like? Try to find as many examples in the 
text as possible.

• What tensions, if any, are created by the 
ways John describes God?

• These tensions caused people to miss God 
when he showed up (John 1.10-11). Why 
might this have been the case? Could you 
explain?

• If you were to survey your past week, what 
might you look for as an indication of God’s 
tangible presence with you? In what ways, 
if any, might looking for these things cause 
you miss God’s actual presence?

• God showed up and people missed him 

because he appeared in their ordinary. He 
came wearing skin and bones (John 1.14). 
What might it look like for God to show up 
today in our ordinary?

• How might we prepare ourselves to recognize 
God in our ordinary?

• Consider closing by expanding upon Moses 
prayer in Exodus 33.18, asking God to reveal 
his magnificent presence in your ordinary.

Context and Background
Glory
The word “glory” literally means weight and it 
appears throughout Scripture to refer to the 
bearing or status of a person who bears this 
glory. When used in reference to God, glory can 
refer to his honor but more often it refers to 
the magnificent physical manifestation of his 
presence (Exodus 33.18-23; Exodus 40.34-38; 1 
Kings 8.10-11; Numbers 14.21; Isaiah 6.3; Ezekiel 
43.2-5, 44.4-8). When God appears, he does so in 
a way which the authors of Scripture refer to as 
glory. The appearance of God’s glory is typically 
overwhelming to those who experience it because 
God’s appearance is marked with things such 
as foreboding cloud, consuming fire, lightning 
flashes and thunder (Exodus 24.16-17; Revelation 
4). However, people were created to experience 
God’s glory, to live in God’s physical presence. 
This is perhaps one of the reasons for God making 
people in his image (Genesis 1.27). In so doing, 
God enables people to experience his awesome 
presence. While sin separates mankind from God’s 
presence, God’s great redemption project aims 
to restore mankind to its rightful place with him, 
experiencing his glory (Revelation 4.1-11; 5.13; 
21.3; 22.4-5).
Word (logos)
In John 1, the apostle John uses the term “Word” 
(logos) to refer to Jesus (John 1.1). Much debate 
has been had over the sources for this term as it 
appears nowhere else in Scripture. Some have 
argued John was influence by the Greek philosophy 
of stoicism. The Stoics used the term logos to refer 
to the rational principle by which everything 
existed. The logos formed the essence of the 
human soul and the nature of all life. However, the 
Stoics never personified logos, preferring to speak 
of it as a principle or force. Others have argued 
that John was influenced by gnostic thought 
which could use logos to refer to pieces of God 
disseminated in the world and people, seeking to 



make their way back to God. However, Gnosticism 
was an ill-defined movement which had its day 
well after John wrote his Gospel. Still others have 
noted that John was perhaps influenced by Philo, 
a first-century Jew living in Alexandria, Egypt 
who was influenced by the writings of Plato. Philo 
used the term logos to refer to the ideal world 
and ideal person with the actual physical world 
being only a copy of this ideal pattern. However, 
we find no such Platonic dualism in the writings 
of John. It is perhaps better, due to John’s heavy 
use of the Old Testament, to understand John to 
be influenced by the Old Testament, primarily the 
book of Genesis. In the Old Testament, the voice or 
word of God appears as the creative power of God 
(Genesis 1.3, 6, 9, 11, 14, 20, 24, 26; Psalm 33.6). 
However, this voice of God was more than God’s 
creative power because it was often personified 
and portrayed as coming to an individual (Genesis 
15.1; Isaiah 38.4; Jeremiah 1.4; Ezekiel 1.6). More 
than likely, having experienced Jesus, John wrote 
to say something akin to “this is that;” that is, “This 
Jesus I have experienced is the creative voice of 
God to which the Old Testament refers.”
The Text
John 1.1-5: A great big God
The opening words of John’s Gospel are a 
deliberate echo of Genesis 1.1 and perhaps an 
echo of Mark 1.1. Mark had written about the 
beginning of the good news or gospel (Mark 1.1) 
which refers to the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. 
However, John appears to indicate that the story 
of Jesus has much deeper roots, roots which go 
back before creation itself. The reader of John’s 
Gospel understands John is writing about Jesus. 
Therefore, John’s deliberate echo of Genesis 
indicates that God’s redemptive plan as unveiled 
in the person of Jesus has a great deal to do God’s 
original plans for life.
John notes that in the beginning of time itself, 
God’s creative voice was present, something seen 
in the opening lines of Genesis (Genesis 1.3). 
However, John goes further by stating that this 
divine voice did not just come from God when he 
spoke but was somehow with God; that is, this 
voice has a distinct identity apart from God the 
Father. At the same time, John equates this divine 
voice with the Father. Here we have some of the 
earliest and clearest language about the nature 
of the Trinity as John speaks about two distinct 

persons of the Trinity who share the same nature/
substance.
John continues to echo Genesis as he notes that 
it was through the divine voice that all came 
into being. However, his emphasis on the divine 
personhood of this voice adds a significant weight to 
what will be said about Jesus’ identity in the Gospel. 
Simply put, Jesus was a participant in the creative 
process. What part Jesus played, John reveals next. 
John states that in Jesus (the voice) was life; that 
is Jesus himself was the source of life and this life 
was light for all people. What John intends to say 
here has been a matter of some debate. However, 
it seems best to understand John to be using life to 
refer to the essential constitution of people as he 
uses life to refer to the essential constitution of Jesus 
(John 5.26). Thus, John makes the incredible claim 
that Jesus is the source of our original constitution. 
In other words, he is the image in which we are all 
made. It is this life-giving light which pushed back 
the original physical darkness, dispelling chaos, and 
which will once more dispel and drive back spiritual 
darkness.
Genesis 1.9-14: A personal God
Having portrayed Jesus as a divine participant 
within creation, including the source of the divine 
image which people bear, John continues his 
creation language but focuses more on the person 
of Jesus whom he had experienced. Jesus is the 
true light coming into the world. John is probably 
shifting from a discussion of physical darkness to 
spiritual darkness. In the same way, Jesus pushed 
back physical darkness in creation for all people, 
so now he pushes back spiritual darkness for all 
people. He does this by breaking into his creation. 
With Jesus, God no longer stands outside creation as 
its originator but he enters it as a participant. The 
irony of this divine action is that the very people 
who bore his image did not recognize him. He 
came to those he had chosen (the Jews) but even 
they did not recognize or receive him. The use of the 
term “receive” indicates something of the purpose 
of Jesus’ coming. God longs to be received by his 
creation. He longs to be in intimate relationship 
with people. Those who do recognize and receive 
him find that God exercises his power to make 
them family. They enter into a relationship marked 
with deep intimacy. This seems to be the point 
of God’s movement, a movement which reverses 



acceptance be the acceptance I receive from 
some of you? Could it be that God still shows up, 
shows up wearing skin and bones, shows up in 
his people all around me, and I, like they, still 
miss him?

Real life with you:
We know God is big. We know God is personal. 
We know the two don’t seem to go together. 
When God is big and glorious at the same time 
he is personal, we look for him to show up in big 
and glorious ways. Pillars of fire and miraculous 
healings would be a great start. How about 
manna? A withering fig tree? Anything will do, 
only nothing seems to be par for the course. 
Most of us don’t see God show up in great big 
ways, so we begin to think God hasn’t shown up 
at all. So we wait on God to intersect our lives. 
In the meantime, we pass the time learning 
facts about God, allowing them to substitute 
for his actual presence. It doesn’t take long to 
realize that facts are a sorry substitute for God’s 
presence, but what else do we have? Wouldn’t 
it be great if we could pray like Moses for God 
to show us his glory and he would? What if he 
has? One of the greatest things God has ever 
done is to step into his creation as a participant. 
When he did, people missed him. They missed 
him because he showed up and looked ordinary. 
He came wearing skin and bones not lightning 
and thunder, and people missed him. He looked 
too ordinary. Could it be that the same is true 
today? Could it be that God shows up every 
single day? Could it be God speaks a word, gives 
us a hug, provides us reassurance every day and 
we miss it? It is possible if he is showing up in 
our ordinary, if he is showing up wearing skin 
and bones, the skin and bones of his people 
(Matthew 18.20; 1 Peter 4.10-11). This week, 
I encourage you to continue praying Moses’ 
prayer (Exodus 33.18). Ask God to show you his 
glory, in your ordinary.
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the effects of sin and restores creation to God’s 
original intentions. John concludes by noting 
that God’s voice has taken on flesh (in the person 
of Jesus) and chosen to live among people. It 
is in this human form that God’s magnificent 
presence (glory) may be experienced. Herein lies 
something of a reason why people might not 
have recognized and received God. He appeared 
in a form which they did not expect to bear 
glory. He appeared to be ordinary.

Real life with Blake: 
I know God is big. It is hard to miss how big 
God is. He created everything. He rides the 
clouds. The heavens are his footstool. The cattle 
on a thousand hills are his. You get the point. I 
also know this great big God wants to relate 
personally to me. This was his point in creation. 
It is his point in his process of recreation through 
Jesus. The trouble is I go through much of life 
wondering when God is going to start relating 
to me. I mean, if this great big God wants to 
relate to me personally, shouldn’t I see him, 
experience him. . .as that great big God, of 
course! In my mind, a great big God should 
show up in great big ways: lightning, thunder, 
miracles, the parting of the rain puddles. 
Something! Anything! But, he doesn’t show up 
this way, at least not to me. So I wait for him 
to show up. In the meantime, I content myself 
with knowing about God as I wait to know him 
personally. Days slip into weeks which slip into 
months and years. Before I know it my faith has 
become more about knowing facts about God 
than knowing God personally. Facts are great, 
but the truth is they don’t get me very far on 
the faith journey. Most of the time they just lead 
me to getting stuck. I need something more. I 
need God for my faith to be real, but God seems 
to be remiss in showing up. Or is he? When God 
showed up the first time, people missed him. 
They missed him because he showed up in the 
ordinary. He showed up wearing skin and bones 
just like those he came to engage. That God 
could show up in the ordinary blew their minds 
and they missed him. I wonder. Could it be the 
same today? Could God be showing up in the 
ordinary? Could God still be showing up wearing 
skin and bones looking just like me? Could his 
voice be the voice of my friend? Could his touch 
be the loving touch of my children? Could his 


