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Discussion Guide
Invite
Connecting: 
45 minutes 
(The following questions are intended to provide your 
group with a way of connecting with one another so that 
you might partner in the work God is doing in your lives.)  

• In what ways did God move in your life this 
week? In what ways did you respond to him?  

• What was your biggest challenge this week? In 
what ways, if any, did you invite God into this 
challenge?  

• How honest have you been with us? (Graciously 
thank group members for their honesty if they state they 
have held back.) 

Getting Started: 
10 minutes
• When you hear the phrase “invite someone 

to Jesus” what comes to your mind? Why 
might these thoughts come to your mind as 
they do?

Diving Into the Text:
60 minutes 
 (The following questions are intended to provide your group 
with a simple road map through the text. Feel free to use these 
questions in ways that best fit your group and the dynamics of your 
own meeting.)

• Use the notes to explain the background of 
the term “Messiah.”

• Read John 1.35-51 aloud. Read the text once 
more, seeking to experience it as one who is 
present.

• What invitations are extended in the text? 
Seek to find as many as possible.

• What do these invitations all have in 
common?

• What effect do these invitations have upon 
those who accept them? How might you 
explain these effects?

• In what ways are these “invitations to Jesus” 
similar or dissimilar to modern “invitations to 
Jesus?”

• Which of these “invitations” (ancient or 
modern) feel more natural to you? Could you 
elaborate?

• Do you think it is possible to “invite people 
to Jesus” in the same manner portrayed in 
the text? If so, what might this look like? If 
not, what hinders the extension of such an 
invitation?

• What steps might you have to take to make 
the extension of the invitation “come and see” 
a part of your relationships? What, if anything, 
keeps you from taking these steps?

• Consider closing your time together by praying 
Isaiah’s prayer, “Here I am. Send me.” However, 
this time, consider inserting the names of 
people with whom you are in relationship, 
people who need to be discipled. For example, 
“Here I am. Send me to Joe.”

Context and Background
Messiah 
The term “Messiah” is an Old Testament word which 
literally means “anointed.” In the Old Testament, 
the act of anointing someone with oil was an act 
of consecration, the setting apart of a person for a 
special act of service (Exodus 29.7; 1 Samuel 16.1-
3; 1 Kings 19.16). No single type of person was 
anointed in the Old Testament, but anointing was 
used to identify kings (1 Samuel 16.6; 2 Samuel 
1.14), High Priests (Leviticus 4.3), prophets (1 Kings 
19.16) and even used once metaphorically to refer to 
the patriarchs, probably as prophets (Psalm 105.15). 
What is important to note is that the act of anointing 
in the Old Testament is just that, an act signifying 
consecration. It is not used as a title (“The Anointed”) 
as it is in the New Testament.
The practice of using “messiah” as a title developed 
somewhere in the inter-testamental period, a 
span of about 400 years before the birth of Jesus. 
In this time, Jewish rabbis struggled to interpret 
the Old Testament in light of the experience of 
exile. In particular, they began to wrestle with the 
prophecies of the Day of the Lord which promised a 
renewal and restoration of Israel. In some of these 
prophecies, a single figure appears who acts as an 
agent of the Lord. This single figure was understood 
by these rabbis to play a crucial role in the last days 
and they began to develop the idea of “The Messiah,” 
a kingly figure who would deliver Israel from 
bondage. It is important to note that this concept 
was not developed apart from the Old Testament 
but was drawn from a reading of the Old Testament 
influenced by the experience of exile. While the 
rabbis used the entire Old Testament, they found 
fodder for their thought mostly in the Psalms and 
the prophets (Psalm 2, 89, 132; Isaiah 11.1; Jeremiah 
23.5-6; 33.14-17; Genesis 49.10; Numbers 24.17).
During this period, many books were written which 
crystalized the thought of “The Messiah” as a literal 
figure, though the specifics of this thought differed 
depending on the work. In the Psalms of Solomon 



the Messiah appeared as a royal figure in the last days 
(Psalms of Solomon 7), but in 4 Ezra, the Messiah is 
a human figure who is God’s agent but then who 
dies at the end of a 400 year messianic age, while 
the Qumran (Dead Sea) community wrote of two 
distinct messianic figures. It is clear that the exile 
enabled the Jewish people to recognize a theme in 
the Old Testament they had not yet fully realized. 
However, the exact outworking of this theme was up 
for discussion.
It was into this context that Jesus came and began to 
be recognized as the “Messiah.” What is interesting is 
that while Jesus did not refuse this title, he seemed 
to deflect the assumptions associated with it, 
preferring instead to use the title “Son of Man” (John 
1.51), which he then filled with meaning, some of 
which resonated with the messianic tradition and 
other aspects, like suffering, death, and resurrection, 
which did not. Jesus seems to be agreeing with the 
Jewish reading of Scripture. Yes, there was to be a 
Messiah. However, he seems to be reinterpreting or 
crystalizing the idea in and through his person and 
ministry.

The Text
John 1.35-51: “Come and see”
This passage takes place at the beginning of Jesus’ 
ministry, near the time of his baptism by John the 
Baptist at the Jordan. What is interesting is that the 
events of this passage are not found in the Synoptic 
Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) and seem to 
contradict the Synoptic Gospels in the way Jesus 
called his disciples. Many attempts have been made 
to harmonize these accounts with suggestions such 
as a double-calling for discipleship and a calling 
and subsequent falling away or return to a normal 
life which required a second calling. In the end, 
every attempt to harmonize the accounts is possible 
but difficult to confirm because the Gospels do not 
provide enough information. It is perhaps best to 
understand Jesus’ encounter with Peter, Andrew, 
Philip, Nathanael, and an unnamed disciple—many 
suggest John or Philip—as Jesus’ first encounter and 
exposure to these men rather than a formal calling to 
discipleship. Jesus simply invites these men who are 
seeking God through the ministry of John the Baptist 
at the Jordan to experience his presence. Having 
experienced Jesus, these men are much more eager 
to respond to Jesus’ official call to follow him, leaving 
their nets and following (Mark 1.14-20).
The passage begins in the midst of a discussion 
between John the Baptist and two of his disciples. 
John has recently baptized Jesus and recognized 
him for who he is (John 1.29-34). As John and his 

disciples are conversing, Jesus walks by and John 
fulfills his calling by pointing his disciples away from 
himself toward Jesus (John 1.19-34; 3.30; Matthew 
3.1-12). Immediately, these two men (Andrew and an 
unnamed disciple of John) begin to follow after Jesus, 
quite literally. Sensing their presence, Jesus turns and 
inquires as to what the two men want. On the surface, 
this question is natural. Jesus wants to know why he is 
being followed. However, it is hard to miss the deeper 
nature of the question, which the context of John’s 
ministry creates. Jesus is asking what these men truly 
want, which is an existential question. What do they 
want out of life?
The two men state they simply wish to know where 
Jesus is staying; that is, they wish to experience Jesus’ 
presence, something Jesus willingly grants, inviting 
them to come and be with him. One of these men, 
Andrew, having experienced Jesus’ presence, quickly 
seeks out his brother Simon who also happens to 
be participating in the ministry of John the Baptist. 
Finding his brother, Andrew proclaims that he 
has found the Messiah. This is a proclamation of 
hope, though at this point it probably amounts to a 
statement that was something like, “We have found 
the one who will deliver Israel from the Romans 
and make us great again.” Somehow Andrew has 
recognized that Jesus is special—how special is yet to 
be seen!—and he wants Peter to have what he has, 
hope. Therefore, he takes Peter to be with Jesus, to 
experience his presence! He does this because it was 
in the experience of Jesus’ presence that Andrew found 
hope. Andrew is not disappointed in his efforts because 
when Peter experiences Jesus he finds one who knows 
him and promises to transform his character (change 
his name).
The next day Jesus decides to return to Galilee, 
presumably to begin his ministry there. He finds Philip 
and invites him to follow him. This is the only formal 
invitation to discipleship in the text. It presumes 
some sort of prior knowledge with Philip, but this is 
left unstated, though some argue strongly that Philip 
is the unnamed disciple who accompanies Andrew. It 
appears that Philip has already experienced Jesus and 
accepts his invitation, but like Andrew, he, too, seeks 
another person out, his friend Nathanael. His message 
is not different in substance than the message of 
Andrew to Peter. He claims to have found the one 
Moses spoke about (Deuteronomy 18.15-18), the one 
referred to in the prophets. This is messianic language. 
Philip, too, claims to have hope and wants his friend to 
experience it, a hope found in the person of Jesus from 
Nazareth. Nathanael is less than convinced, noting that 
it is highly improbable for someone great to come from 
a place like Nazareth. People in the ancient world rarely 



them, giving them what they truly desire. After 
that, I don’t need to do a whole lot of convincing!

Real life with you:
Disciples of Jesus make disciples, but we often 
wrestle with what that looks like in real life. We 
easily grasp the importance of relationships in the 
disciple-making process. Ambushing strangers 
makes for a poor disciple-making strategy. What 
we struggle to grasp is how to invite the people 
with whom we are in relationship to investigate 
and begin the faith journey. In some ways, the 
investigation begins the moment they connect 
with us, as they watch us live, but there is more. 
Words are needed, just what words? The words 
are fewer than we might imagine. We are tempted 
to use arguments, or even to start one, to lay 
out logical proofs, or even a host of Bible verses. 
Realistically, in the Post-modern / Post-Christian 
world in which we now live, these are pretty 
worthless in gaining much traction. In our world, 
experience reigns. Good thing experience is the 
way you make a disciple! The words we use to 
invite people to begin the faith journey are words 
which invite them to experience Jesus, really. 
We invite them to try praying. We invite them to 
express to Jesus what they truly want. We invite 
them to follow Jesus in the Gospels and experience 
him in and through the text. In so doing, we 
take them to the source and we discover that 
their encounter is often life-changing. Jesus has 
a funny way of making things like that happen. 
So, as you continue on this journey of disciple-
making, we encourage you to consider looking for 
opportunities to point people to Jesus, literally. 
This might be an expressed need or a broken heart. 
Whatever it is, ask God for the grace to recognize 
it. When it arises, invite people to experience Jesus 
in what they have mentioned. You don’t need to 
say anything more, though you might need to give 
a similar invitation more than once. When they 
accept it, they will find one who knows them, one 
who has power and promises to use that power to 
transform them.
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lived beyond the status of their birthplace, but he 
doesn’t know Jesus’ true birthplace is Bethlehem! 
Not to be deterred, Philip invites Nathanael to 
come and experience Jesus for himself. Nathanael 
agrees and, like Peter, encounters one who 
knows him and one who has power beyond that 
of normal men. Nathanael acknowledges Jesus’ 
special nature, identifying him as the king of 
Israel, further messianic language. However, Jesus 
promises Nathanael that the power which has so 
impressed him is nothing compared to what he 
will see should he follow.

Real life with Blake: 
Disciples of Jesus make disciples, and they do 
that with the gift of their presence. Then what 
happens? So, I reach out and connect with 
someone. I invite them to live life with me, to 
watch me live out my faith. What is next? I am 
tempted to do nothing next. I am tempted to just 
let my life speak, knowing that my actions are 
more powerful than words. However, apart from 
words many of my actions are without context, 
and thus empty of meaning. Simply put, at 
some point I have to speak. I have to explain the 
nature of my faith and invite the one with whom 
I am to make faith their own, but what does that 
look like? In my hip pocket I have all the canned 
presentations and memorized Bible verses which 
have been stuffed into my head. I have apologetic 
answers to life’s big questions and am ready to use 
them all to convince my friend of why my faith 
should be their faith. However, I hesitate to use 
them because in the end, it all feels inauthentic. It 
just feels like I am making a convert, now just of a 
friend and not a stranger. As I read of Andrew and 
Philip, I am encouraged that I don’t have to convert 
anyone. I don’t have to convince anyone. That isn’t 
my job at all. My job is simply to invite my friend 
to experience Jesus in the same way I experience 
him. That implies I am experiencing Jesus, but that 
is a topic for another day. Out of my experience I 
simply invite my friend to come and see what I 
see, to experience what I experience. Simply put, 
I point them to Jesus, not to an argument or a 
presentation. I take them directly to the source. 
This could be an invitation to pray, an invitation to 
worship, an invitation to follow Jesus in Scripture. 
Regardless of the format, it is an invitation to come 
to Jesus to experience him. The beauty of this 
approach is that when they experience Jesus, they 
find one who truly understands them, one who 
has power beyond anything they can describe, and 
one who promises to use that power to transform 


