GOING DEEPER
DISCUSSION GUIDE
February 28, 2016

Discussion Guide
God

•

Connecting:
45 minutes

(The following questions are intended to provide your
group with a way of connecting with one another so that
you might partner in the work God is doing in your lives.)

•
•
•

In what ways did God move in your life this week? In what
ways did you respond to him?  
What was your biggest challenge this week? In what ways,
if any, did you invite God into this challenge?  
How honest have you been with us? (Graciously thank group
members for their honesty if they state they have held back.)

Getting Started:

10 minutes
• How would you describe the gospel?

Diving Into the Text:
60 minutes
(The following questions are intended to provide your group with a
simple road map through the text. Feel free to use these questions in
ways that best fit your group and the dynamics of your own meeting.)

•

Using

•

Read Genesis 1 aloud. Pause. Read the text once more
aloud. Seek to experience the text as a hymn of praise
calling you to a response of wonder and awe.
In Romans 1.20, we see that all of creation reveals
the divine attributes of God. As you consider Genesis
1, what divine attributes did God make plain in his
creation? Seek to find as many in the text as possible.
It has been said that Genesis 1 is theology not history
or science, a theology concerning the “Why?” of
creation. Considering Genesis 1, what might be the
reason behind God’s creative actions? Could you
explain?
On Sunday, we proposed that the “Why?” behind
creation was the revelation of God’s glory. If God
meant for all of creation to declare his glory, what
does this say about our purpose and destiny? Could
you elaborate?
What might it look like to live out this purpose in
practical terms?
Does living out the purpose of glorifying God seem
easy or difficult? Could you elaborate?
The gospel begins with God and his actions which
determine our true purpose and destiny. In what

•

•

•

•
•
•

the notes, explain the connection between
glory and goodness.

ways is this similar or dissimilar to the way people

•

typically define the gospel? What difference might this
make?

If the gospel declares our true purpose and destiny, how
important is it to declare and respond to the gospel?
What might such a declaration and response look like?
In what ways is this similar or dissimilar to the way
people typically proclaim and respond to the gospel? Is
this a significant difference? Could you explain?
Consider closing in prayer. You might use this time to
ask for the grace to have open hearts in ears, a spirit
ready to receive and respond to the gospel.

Context and Background
Glory and Goodness

The word glory in the language of the Old Testament literally
means to “be heavy” or “to carry great weight.” Rather than
referring to one’s physical being, the term is used to signify the
vast amount of riches (Genesis 31.1), power (Isaiah 8.8), or
position (Genesis 45.13) a person possesses. The term can be
applied to God in this manner, but, predominantly, the term
is used to speak of the manifestation of light by which God
reveals himself, otherwise known as theophany (literally
God appearance). Glory is therefore an essential aspect of his
character, the physical manifestation of his presence.
Goodness is perhaps one of the most general terms. Therefore,
it can be used in a multitude of ways. It can be used to speak
of something as being praiseworthy or morally upright.
It can also refer to the pleasing nature of a thing, person,
or experience. However, in Scripture, it is hard to miss that
goodness comes from God himself. This means not just that
good things come from God (James 1.17), but that goodness
itself ultimately comes from God; that is, goodness is an
essential aspect of God’s character (Matthew 19.16-22).
Therefore, to seek that which is good is to seek after God
(Amos 5.4, 6, 14).
Glory and goodness are both essential aspects of God’s
character, but they are not distinct aspects of God’s divine
nature. They are, in fact, the same essential aspect of God
viewed from different angles. The brilliant manifestation
which is part of God’s physical presence is none other than his
goodness. Moses discovered this in his request that God reveal
his glory to Moses (Exodus 33.18). Moses is not asking for
a sign, but for the ability to see God in an unhindered manner.
God agrees to show his glory to Moses, which he notes is
nothing less than his goodness (Exodus 33.19, 22). Thus,
to experience God’s glory is more than to experience God in
his brilliance and majesty. To experience God’s glory is to
experience the brilliance and majesty of ultimate goodness.

The Text

God speaks and calls forth light into the primordial darkness

Genesis 1.1-31: God’s good creation
The

first chapter of Genesis is a hymn celebrating the
wonderful creation of God and God as its creator. While
our modern mind tends to view this text through the lens of
history or science, to do so is to miss the point of the text
entirely. The author never intended to answer our modern
questions concerning how God created but rather intended
to answer why he created, because only the latter provides
purpose and meaning for all God created. In other words,
Genesis 1 is theology not history or science.

That the text is a hymn is easily seen in its strophic (verses)
structure, which is pictured below. The point of the hymn
is to help the reader encounter the wonder, majesty, and
power of God as seen in his orderliness and power.
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text begins by noting that there was a moment of
beginning. This moment is not the beginning of God but
the beginning of creation itself. Before this, God existed.
Then, God created everything. The word for create is used
six times in this passage and is only associated with God
in the Old Testament (Genesis 1.1, 21, 27, 2.3). In the
context, it bears the meaning of creating completeness from
nothingness. One might say that God created matter, all the
matter which exists but in its primordial state because it had
no form and was devoid of life. However, God is not finished
with his creating. God’s Spirit has drawn near to the matter
God has created. The wonder of these first verses is the
wonder and awe of God’s great power. God was and then
suddenly all of matter came into being. This creation of
matter is not an accident, but God has a plan, a plan which
will be put into place by his Spirit. The unfolding of this
plan will give the reader insight into why God created thus
providing purpose for that which God has created.

and separates the light from the dark before declaring
his first act of creation complete. In this movement, God
observes the creation of light and declares that it is good.
On the surface, this statement can and does refer to the joy
God feels as he creates (Proverbs 8.30-31). However, the
statement also provides an insight into the why motivating
God’s activity. To speak of goodness is to speak of God’s glory,
the physical manifestation of his presence. Therefore, the
statement can indicate that God sees a part of himself in what
he has created, specifically the light he has spoken into being.
If this is the case, then God’s creative activity is designed in
large part to display his divine attributes, his character of
glory. Thus, creation itself exists to declare who God is which
is worship. This idea can only be supported if that which God
has created demonstrates God’s character, something which
light does for God himself is light (1 John 1.5). Therefore,
God has created something which reveals who he is.

The second day of creation is marked with an ordering of
chaos. The heavens are separated from the earth and God
marks the completion of this movement. He begins his third
movement by speaking the seas and land into being which is
another act of ordering creation. His ordering complete, God
declares once more that what he has done is good. Certainly
God delights in his ordering, he does so because this ordering
reveals an aspect of his character. God is a God of order (1
Corinthians 14.33). Having ordered creation, he then fills
the land with an assortment of vegetation. The point repeated
in this activity is the plurality of vegetation created. With the
creation of this plurality of plants, God declares that what
he has done is good. Once again, he delights in his activity but
he does so because the plurality points not just to his creative
spirit but to his essential nature marked by the plurality of
Father, Son, and Spirit.

The fourth creative movement begins with God speaking the
light holders into being: sun, moon, and stars. However, God
has a purpose for these light holders. They are to mark off
sacred times, days, and years; that is, the light holders provide
an orderly rhythm to creation. Once more God declares he
is pleased, and he does so because the rhythmic manner
of creation mirrors his own rhythmic manner of existence
(Genesis 2.1-3).

The fifth day is marked by God speaking fish and birds into
being thus filling the sky and seas which he created on the
second day. Once more the emphasis appears to be on the great
variety of fish and birds and this results in a declaration
of goodness. Could it be that once more God has put within
creation something which points to who he is, a single being
who exists in community?

On the sixth day, God speaks a great variety of living beings
into being, an action which pleases him. It is good because it
demonstrates his character. He then chooses to create people
in his image. With this statement God openly declares his
creative purpose. He wishes to fill his creation with that
which demonstrates who he truly is. His creation of people is
his most overt act, an act which is only declared good when
God has created people to live in the same divine dance of
oneness and plurality (Genesis 2.18, 1.17-31).
The statements of God’s delight, the goodness of his
creation seem to be nothing less than declarations of God’s
pleasure at seeing himself in creation. That God intended to
mark creation in such a way that it demonstrates his divine
character is consistently testified to in Scripture (Psalm 19;
Psalm 119.64; Romans 1.20). The question that remains
unanswered is why? Why create in this manner? The point
seems to involve people and the declaration of God’s glory.
God’s creative intention involves all of creation existing
to proclaim who he is. This proclamation is called worship.
While all of creation participates in this worship by design,
people have an important part because they exist to give voice
to all of creation’s worship (Psalm 19.1-4). People were
created to declare for themselves and all creation the great
glory of God.

Real life with Blake:
The Westminster Shorter Catechism begins with an important
question. What is the chief end of man? In other words, why
do we exist? The answer? Man’s chief end is to glorify God,
and to enjoy him forever. These are not just the wise words
of dry theologians. This purpose is seen in creation itself. God
created everything. How he did it baffles me, but why he did it
is clear. God created to declare his glory. Everything he made
exists for one purpose, to shout loudly who God is. In other
words, everything, including me, exists to worship. My purpose
in life, the very reason I exist is to move about declaring with
my words and actions who God is. I do this not just for myself,
but I do this for all of creation. I give words to what the rest
of creation cannot but clearly is trying to say in every sunset
and mountain top grandeur. What strikes me is how readily I
turn from the very thing I was created to do. I get distracted,
sidetracked, often with petty desires and grievances. My gaze
quickly turns inward rather than upward. I cease to worship.
There are reasons for this. However, God is gracious and he
calls me to turn once more to him and I recognize that what I
most desire is nothing short of him and that life is best lived
in worship. This is the power of the gospel. The gospel reminds
me of who I am and why I am here. This is why it is good news.

It gives me guidance for how I am to live, and how I will live
for eternity.

Real life with you:
Why do we exist? This existential question is perhaps one
of the most important in life because it provides us with
direction and meaning in life. Culture tells us that we exist
for many reasons, reasons ranging from pleasure to sheer
happenstance, a cosmic crap shoot. However, the gospel
provides another answer. This is why the gospel is good news.
The gospel proclaims that creation itself declares we exist to
worship. Everywhere we look we see the glory of God, his
divine nature and power displayed in the beauty of a sunset,
the wonder of the songbird, the power of the volcano.
Everywhere we turn we see marks of our God, including
when we look in the mirror. We, like the rest of creation,
were made to display God’s true nature, his eternal glory
and goodness. We fulfill our eternal purpose when we orient
our lives so that our words, our actions and our interactions
declare fully who God is. We fulfill our eternal purpose
when we worship! This is the guiding truth of the gospel.
The gospel gives us purpose and meaning, eternal purpose
and meaning. This week, we invite you to spend some time
outside in order to catch a glimpse of your purpose as defined
by the gospel. Go for a walk and look around, really look
around and see if you can’t catch glimpses of who God is in
the snatches of beauty and power you see. After your walk,
take some time to give voice to what you saw in creation. You
can do this in song, in writing, or shall we say it, even dance!
We encourage you to do the very thing for which you were
made, worship.
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