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Discussion Guide
What is wrong?

•
•

Using the notes, discuss the nature of judgment and
condemnation and how it was practiced in Jesus’ day.
Read Luke 6.37-42 aloud. Pause and imagine Jesus
speaking these words to a crowd of which you are a

part. Read the text once more, allowing Jesus’ words

Connecting:

to address you personally.

45 minutes
(The

following questions are intended to provide your
group with a way of connecting with one another so that
you might partner in the work

•
•
•

God

•

is doing in your lives.)

In what ways did God move in your life this week? In
what ways did you respond to him?
What was your biggest challenge this week? In what
ways, if any, did you invite God into this challenge?
How honest have you been with us?
(Graciously thank group members for their
honesty if they state they have held back.)

Getting Started:

10 minutes
• In what ways, if any, might answering the question

•
•

blessing others flowing into how to deal with what
is wrong with the world?

•
•

In what ways do people typically seek to identify and
address what is wrong in the world? Is this like or
unlike Jesus’ approach? In what ways?
Jesus seems to say that when we use traditional ways
of addressing what is wrong that we only deepen
wrong

of what is wrong with the world serve as a major

(Luke 6.37)

because we are not equipped

(Luke 6.39-40).
Would you agree or disagree? Could you elaborate?
In what ways, if any, might dealing with what is
to approach wrong in these ways

foundation for understanding life and how it is to be
lived? Could you elaborate?

What does Jesus say about what is wrong with the
world and what his followers are to do about it?
Seek to find as many answers as possible.
What, if anything, surprises you about what Jesus
says? Could you explain?
In what ways, if any, do you see the purpose of

•

wrong within us actually address what is wrong in
the world? Do you feel this is easy or difficult? Why

Diving Into the Text:
60 minutes
(The following questions are intended to provide your group with a
simple road map through the text. Feel free to use these questions in ways
that best fit your group and the dynamics of your own meeting.)

might this be?

•

Imagine

a life which seeks to love others in an

unconditional way and has the attitude which says,

“What is wrong with the world begins with me.”

•

What might this life look like in every day terms?
What difference might this kind of life make in terms
of God’s covenantal desires? What, if anything,
might keep you from moving toward this life by God’s
grace?
Consider closing in prayer as a group, discussing with
God some of the answers you gave to the previous
questions, asking for his Spirit’s guidance and
direction.

Context and Background
Judgment and Condemnation

not that of Israel, to determine the punishment of people
for their wrongs, a punishment which was to be exacted on

something which the prophets referred to as The Day of the

Lord (Isaiah 2.12-18; 13.9; Jeremiah 46.10; Ezekiel 30.3;
Zephaniah 1.7-18).
In Jesus’ time, the Israelites maintained the eschatological
concept of The Day of the Lord, a final day on which God
would judge and punish those who had done wrong. Jesus
himself referred to this day in Matthew 24. However, in
daily life, the Israelites engaged in the practice of stereotyping
and labeling for the purpose of determining how to relate to

people. This practice is especially prominent in the Pharisees’
interactions with Jesus, something for which he rebuked them

condemning were somewhat overlapping. In their classical
usage, both were legal terms, judgment referring to the

(Mark 2.13-17).
Jesus encouraged his disciples to refrain from the common
practice of judging and condemning; that is, he urged them not

process of sifting and deciding while condemnation referred

to engage in the practice of categorizing and labeling people

In

the ancient world, the concepts of judging and

to the punishment meted out based upon one’s judgment.

for the purpose of determining how they interacted with

context, judgment and condemnation were associated with

(Matthew 7.1-2; Luke 6.36). With this exhortation,
Jesus did not forbid the practice of discerning the difference
between right or wrong, the declaration of such with respect
to actions, or even actions to protect those who are being
wronged. What Jesus did do was forbid negative or retributive

the process of stereotyping people for the purpose of placing

actions or reactions against the wrongdoers on the part of his

them within a category. This category could be positive or

disciples in response. Rather, Jesus encouraged his disciples

negative and was often associated with labels such as

to refrain from treating people in any way other than with

other words, people were sized up and then separated into

himself as the example to be followed (John 3.17). However,

However, over time, the two terms somewhat collapsed in
meaning and came to be associated not just with the legal
process of dealing with crimes but came to be associated with

the making of statements about the value of people. In this

them

poor, rich, sinner, patron, prostitute, wise person, etc. In

gracious love (Luke 6.38). In this manner of life, Jesus holds

previously defined and labeled categories. Once categorized,

this raises the question as to how wrongs will be addressed.

people were then assigned their place in society which also
determined how others were to treat or relate to them.

Within

the community life of Israel, judgment and

condemnation held something of a different meaning,

though the practice of these drifted to become very much like

It is here that Jesus points to The Day of the Lord and God’s
role as judge. It is God’s role to condemn (John 3.18) and
punish. He will punish ungodliness and unrighteousness. This
is his role alone, a role for which the followers of Christ are
not equipped (Luke 6.39-40) nor are they called

that of the culture around them. Originally, judgment was
the process of addressing wrongs done so that peace could

be restored in the community of Israel. It is this view toward
restoration of the community rather than punishment of

the offender which sets Israel’s understanding of justice
apart from the cultures around them. Within this context

of judgment, sifting and actions based upon the sifting
were included in the process of judgment.

However,
condemnation was an action ascribed solely to God as he
alone was judge (Deuteronomy 1.17). As judge, God was
ultimately the standard of justice (Psalm 7.11) and his
actions were final. In this role as judge, it was God’s duty,

The Text

Luke 6.37-42:
What is wrong and what to do about it
In Luke 6, Jesus preaches a sermon which he likely preached
many times about the nature of life in the Kingdom of God.
(See Matthew 5-7.) In this sermon, Jesus addresses some
of the fundamental questions about life, thus providing
something of a Kingdom-oriented worldview for those who
would follow him. This worldview begins with one’s identity

within the Kingdom of God (Luke 6.20-26) which is then
followed by the purpose or way of life to which this identity
leads.

Beginning in verse 37, Jesus begins to transition to answer a
third major question, that of what is wrong with the world
and what to do about it. However, it is important to note
that Jesus does not simply begin to address a new question
with a new answer. Each answer Jesus has given to this
point influences the next. The nature of identity naturally
flows into purpose, and purpose naturally flows into the
question of what is wrong and what to do about it. Thinking
in terms of covenant, this makes sense as God’s purpose for
people is inherently tied with his desire to address what is

wrong with the world. The original covenant purpose of

God has been broken, but God in faithfulness is seeking to
restore people to their original covenant relationship, and
is using a chosen, blessed people who bless others to do so.
As Jesus transitions, he reaches both backward and forward
with four maxims and a guiding principle. At face value, these
four maxims are most likely best viewed within the context

They are to give and forgive all they encounter, even those
who have done wrong. This does not imply that wrongdoing
is passed over or ignored, nor does it mean actions cannot be
taken to protect those who are being wronged. It simply means
that the followers of Jesus are called to treat all people, even
those who do wrong, in loving ways which point them back
to covenantal relationship with God. At the level of maxims,
Jesus seems to be saying that such behavior actually breaks
cycles of wrongdoing. At the eschatological level, Jesus seems
to be saying that such behavior leads to a standard by which

the followers of Jesus are treated by the Father. This final
guiding principle places judgment which includes punishment
and retribution firmly in God’s hands.

At this point, two questions naturally arise. Why are God’s
people forbidden from judging? And, what if anything other
than loving are God’s people to do to address wrong in the
world? Jesus addresses the first with two parables which
make the same point: God’s people are not equipped to engage
in judgment. They are blind with respect to this task and thus
to engage in judgment leads to disaster. Further, they have

of wisdom literature, a genre which makes assertions about

had no one teach them how to engage properly in judgment and

some pointing to deeper eschatological trajectories which
are certain rather than generally true. Jesus begins with a

coupling of two maxims which look forward. Jesus forbids

As for what to do in response to wrong, Jesus is clear that
something must be done, but that something starts with the
person of God first. The person of God must begin to address

the practice of judging others because it leads to judgment

what is wrong in the world by first having an attitude which

life and the way it generally goes. However, there may be

and the practice of condemning because it leads to more
condemnation.

With these two maxims, Jesus points to a
new topic, addressing wrong. Something is wrong with the
world and people and it needs to be addressed. The question
is how? Jesus immediately takes off the table the common,
cultural manner of addressing wrong through judgment
and condemnation. What Jesus has in view is the practice

thus are not equipped for the practice.

says, “What is wrong with the world is me.” It is this humble
introspective approach which roots out deep wrongs which are
often overlooked in the process of judgment and condemnation
because in this practice the attitude is more akin to “What is

wrong with the world is you!” In the humble dealing with
one’s own wrongdoing, wrongdoing is dealt with and a path is
cleared for the loving approach with others.

of stereotyping and labeling people for the purpose of
gauging how to respond to them, particularly in negative

ways. At the level of maxims, Jesus seems to be saying that
engaging in this kind of behavior only leads to more of this
behavior. It does not break the cycle but deepens it. On the

eschatological level, a level supported by the concluding
guiding principle, Jesus seems to be saying that God will
treat people as they treat others.

Having noted that there is wrong in the world and that
it must be addressed but not in the typical manner, Jesus
reaches backward to his statement of purpose. When it comes
to addressing wrong, his followers are to approach people
in keeping with their purpose to bless others in loving ways.

Real life with Blake:

Who am I? What am I here to do? These are big questions,
questions which inform not just where I am going but how I
live my every day. However, they are not the only questions
I have. There is another question which niggles at my brain,
one which concerns what is wrong. It is hard not to notice
that something is wrong. The world is broken, on just about
every level. A phrase I like to use is “This is not the way it is
supposed to be.” I suppose we all know this at some level, but
we are not really sure what is wrong or what to do about it.
When I consider the narrative arc of Scripture, God’s pursuit

of a covenantal relationship with us, what is wrong becomes
pretty clear. We are out of place, out of a proper relationship
with God and it is wrecking us. Makes sense, but what am I
to do about it? Some might say nothing, but thinking in terms
of covenant that can’t be the answer. I am chosen to live as a
blessed person who moves through the world blessing others
with love for the purpose of inviting them back into covenantal
relationship with God. By definition, I am and should be doing
something. The question is, what? When it comes to people
who are good and upright, the answer is pretty clear. Love
them and point them to God. When it comes to people who
are not, people who do wrong, people who hurt others, or
me, people who I would classify as vile, filthy and terrible. .
.what then? I would like to shake them up, call them out, or
just write them off, but Jesus says that just can’t be. I am to
love them too, and somehow in loving them in spite of what
they do, they are pointed to God. But this feels unjust and
unfair. Who makes things right? I want justice to be done.
I want these people to suffer for what they have done, some
more than others, particularly when it comes to matters of
injustice such as sex trafficking and modern slavery. But
Jesus says, that is not my place. It isn’t even his place. This
belongs to the Father and I need to leave it there because I
don’t have the chops for it. OK. I can take that, but that still
feels unsatisfying. Am I just to go through life loving people,
never really doing anything constructive to deal with wrong?
No. I am to do something, but that something starts with me,
not others. Jesus invites me to stop looking outside myself, at
others thinking that somehow they need to be corrected. He
invites me to look inside, to acknowledge that I am a large
part of what is wrong and if anything is to be corrected, I
must be corrected. This is hard to swallow because it means
that I must admit that I am part of the problem, perhaps a
large part of the problem in my corner of the world. It is
difficult because it means I must be humble and allow God to
address and heal me first before I crusade against others. It
most likely means that my own encounter with my unique outof-placeness will make any crusade frivolous and silly. It will
do all these things and more, but it will also make my corner
of the world more right and me more free to simply love.

this suspicion that perhaps what we are seeing is a bit off. Our
sense is correct. The world and people are broken. We are out
of place, out of our intended covenant relationship with God,
and we are called to do something about it. This is actually
the living out of our purpose, but what does this look like,
really? Our temptation is to rail against wrong and those
who engage in it. We cajole, coerce, and sometimes threaten
to move people from wrongdoing to right living. We think it
works. Jesus says it doesn’t. These kinds of actions not only
take us far from our created purpose. They further the cycles
of wrongdoing we are bent on stopping. So, what are we to
do about it? Jesus seems to say that we begin by changing our
answer to what is wrong from “You are what is wrong with
the world,” to “I am what is wrong with the world.” When we
do this, and allow ourselves to be addressed, what is wrong
begins to dissipate in our corner of the world and we are more
able to live out our creative redemptive purpose. But what,
exactly, does this look like in real life? It begins with being
honest that we do not have it together, and that we are often
living out-of-place in ways we do not even recognize. This is
called confession, and it is to be a regular, if not daily part
of our lives. Following confession, we move to repentance, a
desire to change our path, relying on God’s grace and direction
in that process. Because these are often not practiced or have
been misapplied in many cases, this week we encourage you to
pick up the practice of confession. Confession can take many
forms, but perhaps you could use the following prayer to
guide you, a prayer which has existed for many years within
the Church. Consider closing each night with this prayer or
one based upon it and allow God to lead you from that spot
as you are authentic and humble with him. As you offer this
prayer, remember that we have a loving Father who does not
frown over us but delights in our openness and honesty with
him, for this is the nature of covenant relationship which he
desires.
Almighty God, my heavenly Father: I have sinned against you,
through my own fault, in thought, and word, and deed, in
what I have done and in what I have left undone. For the sake
of your Son our Lord Jesus Christ, forgive me all my offenses;
and grant that I may serve you in newness of life, to the glory
of your name. Amen.

Real life with You:

Who are we? Why are we here? These are big questions but
they lead to a third. What is wrong and what do we do about
it? As we move through the world fulfilling our purpose, it is
hard not to recognize that things are not the way they should
be. Sometimes it is pretty obvious, and sometimes we just have
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