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Discussion Guide

•

Connecting:

•

(The following questions are intended to provide your group with a way
of connecting with one another so that you might partner in the work God
is doing in your lives.)
•
In what ways did God move in your life this week? In

•

Making Room for God by Asking?
45 minutes

what ways did you respond to him?

•
•

What was your biggest challenge this week? In what
ways, if any, did you invite God into this challenge?
How honest have you been with us? (Graciously
thank group members for their honesty if they state
they have held back.)

•
•
•
•

Getting Started:

•

•

•

10 minutes

Do you find it easy or difficult to ask for God to
provide things for you? Could you explain? Do
you see any trend in those things for which you
ask of him? Why might this be the case?

Diving Into the Text:
60 minutes
(The following questions are intended to provide your group with a
simple road map through the text. Feel free to use these questions in ways
that best fit your group and the dynamics of your own meeting.)

•
•
•

Using the notes, talk about God’s will and how
it relates to prayers of petition.
Read Matthew 7.7-11 aloud. Pause. Read the
text once more, seeking to hear it as an invitation.
Jesus encourages his followers to ask God
to provide that which they need. Upon what
understanding of God does Jesus base his

encouragement?
Do you feel that most people view and relate to
God in this way? Could you elaborate?
In what ways, if any, might our view of God
impact our asking of God?
What might it take to begin to view and relate to
God in the way Jesus describes him?
Read James 4.1-3 aloud. Pause. Read the text
once more.
What problems with prayers of asking does
James identify?
Do you feel these are still problems today?
Could you explain?
In what ways, if any, might these problems arise
from one’s understanding of God?
In what ways might your own view of God be
influencing the way you ask of God?
Take some time to speak of that which you need,
which God has promised to provide. Prepare to
ask him for these things, but before you ask, take
time to worship. Rehearse the story of God as
creator and compassionate provider. Take time
to ponder and respond to this story. Then, offer
your requests to God.

Context and Background

Asking in God’s Will
When he taught his disciples to pray, Jesus clearly
encouraged his disciples to incorporate prayers of
petition (asking) into their prayers (Matthew 6.913). Jesus noted that such prayers were worthwhile
because God was more than willing to give good things
freely to those who asked of him (Matthew 7.7-11).

This has led some people to believe that God will give
them anything for which they ask. However, experience
smacks against this belief, leading some to argue that
God did not provide that which was requested because
the person did not ask in faith. This approach to
prayers of petition often creates an experience for the
one praying where they are tempted either to develop
an attitude of entitlement before God or to view
themselves as possessing a worthless and weak faith.
Neither experience is good for the spiritual well-being
of the people of God.
Jesus does state that God is good and always provides
good answers to those who pursue the meeting of
their needs by him in prayer. However, Jesus also
demonstrated in his own prayer life that prayers
of petition are to be offered and will be answered
affirmatively insofar as they are within God’s will
(Luke 22.41-44). James alludes to this truth when he
notes that people in his congregation are not receiving
that for which they have asked because they are asking
for things in pursuit of their own agendas (James
4.1-3), and John directly states that God answers
prayers of petition which are offered according to his
will (1 John 5.14). However, this raises an important
question for the one engaged in prayer: What is God’s
will?
Many believers agonize greatly over God’s will.
However, this agonizing is, in many ways, brought
about by a misunderstanding of God’s will, a
misunderstanding rooted in an over-specification
of God’s will. At the highest level, God desires to
restore creation to its rightful place under his reign
and control through Christ (Colossians 1.15-20).
God dreams of moving to bring about the completeness
of his Kingdom in heaven and on earth (Matthew
6.10). This is the direction God is headed and he
will not be thwarted on the micro (personal) and
macro (creation) level. Sometimes this idea that God
will not or cannot be thwarted in the fulfillment of
his plans is called predestination. Predestination is
nothing other than God deciding beforehand what he
plans to accomplish (Ephesians 1.11-12). However,
God has invited people into this process of laboring
for the restoration of creation which implies that the
path to the fulfillment of God’s desire can, at times,

be a collaborative endeavor (2 Corinthians 6.1). This
means that God is open to acting upon an option and its
associated requests which might differ from his original
plan so long as it moves to the fulfillment of his desire to
restore creation. Both Moses and Abraham experienced
this collaborative approach with God and found God
answered their prayers of petition (Genesis 18.16-33;
Exodus 33).
Therefore, in our praying, we need not agonize over
whether we know God’s specific will (everyday details)
so long as we are seeking the growth of his Kingdom
dream and not our own agenda. It is in our pursuit of
God’s Kingdom dream that we know and are doing God’s
will. We may ask for anything which helps us in the
pursuit of God’s dream knowing that God will freely give
us that for which we have asked, because in the pursuit of
God’s Kingdom dream, God is less interested in scripting
the details and more interested in collaborating with
his people. This does not mean that there are important
moments where God chooses to deny our requests even
as we pursue his Kingdom dream in good faith. Jesus
experienced this denial (Luke 22.41-44) as did Paul
on more than one occasion (2 Corinthians 12.1-10;
Acts 16.6-7). In these instances, it appears that
God has reasons for proceeding in a specific direction
which transcend the understanding of the one praying.
However, these appear to be the exception rather than
the rule.

The Text

Matthew 7.7-11: Just Ask
In Matthew 7, Jesus returns to the topic of prayer as
he prepares to conclude his sermon. In some ways, Jesus
never left the topic of prayer, for his discussion about
treasure, worry, and judgement are worship invitations;
that is, these discussions are invitations for people to
align themselves with God’s story which is worship and
all worship is prayer. One might therefore assume that
Jesus envisions his statements beginning in Matthew
7.7 to be directed to a person who has properly aligned
himself with God’s story. Jesus encourages people to
ask, knock, and seek with the assurance that they will
be given or discover that which they have pursued.
The language of asking is prayer language, and, as
it is the first in the series of statements, this concept

dominates the text in view. Jesus intends his audience to
understand his teaching to be about prayer. Some have
attempted to view these three exhortations as different
kinds of prayer or even as intensified approaches to
prayer. There may be some veracity to these approaches,
particularly the first. Prayers of asking can take other
nonverbal forms such as a spiritual or physical journey
of discovery. However, one cannot press Jesus’ words
too far because he is using the Hebrew poetic technique
of parallelism which implies that he is emphasizing an
invitation to his audience to ask rather than explaining
various ways of asking.
Jesus assures his audience that those who ask of God
will receive good answers. This is true because God is
better than people. People, even in their sinfulness,
do not deny their children good things, providing
them with their basic needs. As one who is better than
people, God will also provide the needs of his children
in good ways when they ask.
The key point Jesus seems to be emphasizing is that of
asking. God’s goodness has been emphasized repeatedly
throughout the Sermon on the Mount, particularly
in Jesus’ discussion of prayer and worship (Matthew
6.8-34). Jesus encourages his audience to approach
this good God with an attitude of reliance by asking
him to provide their needs. In many ways, this is
nothing other than a worship response, a response to
Jesus’ rehearsal of the story of the goodness of God’s
character. Thus, prayers of petition are undergirded
with prayers of worship because it is worship which
provides the context and call for approaching God
with one’s petitions.

James 4.1-3: When we don’t get what we want
James wrote his letter to a church embroiled in conflict.
It appears that the wealthy in the congregation were
abusing the poor, perhaps by taking them to court
and robbing them of their lands. James addresses the
source of this dilemma, noting that it is rooted in the
pursuit of the desires which lie in the heart of the
rich. In framing the issue in this manner, James has
identified the deep issue as a worship issue. The rich
in the congregation have not aligned themselves with
God’s story. They have not made room for him in their
heart and are therefore pursuing their own agendas.

As is often the case, the desires which lay in the heart of
the rich were not all bad or misguided. They were Godgiven. What was wrong was the way they were pursuing
the fulfillment of these desires. Because they had not
aligned themselves with God’s story, they were left
to fulfill these desires on their own which led them to
acts of aggression and abuse. Here James notes that the
maintaining of unity in a congregation rests upon people
seeking what they need from God. To do otherwise leads
people to grasp and seize what they need from others by
force.

James also notes that those in the congregation who
have asked God to provide their desires have not received
because they are asking to satisfy their own pleasures.
Again, James points to a worship issue which is impacting
their ability to engage God through petition. The wealthy
in this congregation have not worshiped by aligning
themselves with God’s Kingdom story but are seeking
their own kingdom. Therefore, when they ask of God
they are asking God to serve their kingdom purposes,
something he refuses to do.

In addressing these congregational issues, James touches
upon prayers of petition. Prayers of petition involve
asking for God to provide that which is requested.
These prayers make room for the life of God, the very
experience of unity, because the need for forcing one’s
way upon others is removed. However, these prayers of
petition, themselves leading to the experience of the life
of God, are rooted in prayers of worship. Prayers of
petition can only be offered in faith when the petitioner
has first worshiped, rehearsing God’s story for the
purpose of aligning himself with that story which then
guides one’s petitions.

Real life with Blake:

Jesus said that God would supply what I needed. I only

need to ask. So, why do I not ask? I find it rare that
I approach God and say, “Would you please give me
______.” Why is that? I think some of it is rooted
in my experience of privilege as a middle-class American.
I have few physical needs which I cannot provide, but
this does not mean I have no needs. I have needs which
are deeper than food on my table, needs as a person. I
need wisdom in how to pastor. Just today I met with two
pastors to begin a conversation about race relations in
the Church and was confronted with a greater awareness
of how big and serious the problem really is. I have no
idea how to shepherd people grappling with this issue,
but it is something I must do. I need strength to pursue
God. I have faith and I love God, but I get distracted. . .a
lot. I need grace to keep turning and returning to God. I
need strength to get up in the morning. Most mornings
my joints barely move after a night of inactivity. I may
not need food on my table, but I need other things, things
I cannot provide. Jesus said to ask for these things, but
rarely do I ask. Why is that?
I have been thinking about my lack of asking, and I think
it is deeply connected with my view of God. Somewhere
deep inside, there is this idea that God will not provide.
I know. It sounds silly, but that idea is down in there
somewhere. It is almost like the image of God I have
is that of one who is waiting to see what I can do on
my own. This isn’t God, but it is an image of God that
somehow got lodged in me, probably from culture. So
long as God is waiting on me to act, I can’t ask. So, if
I want to ask, I have to deal with the image inside me.
This requires me to worship. If I want to ask God for my
needs, I must first worship him. I must first acknowledge
that he is good and loving and kind. I must confess that
he meets needs and has always met needs. I must choose to
align with this story of God, to realign my heart which
is pointed to a story that says God wants to see what I’ve
got. As I worship and respond, I can begin to ask not
because I have to but because of who God is. He is a God
who wants us to ask.

Real life with You:
We have a God who says we can ask him to provide our
needs. We have a God who wants us to ask him to provide
our needs. How often do we ask? When we really find
ourselves in a pickle, we probably ask and ask, but what
about when we are not in a pickle? Do we ask God to
provide the everyday things of life. What about things
that go beyond our physical needs? Do we ask for those?
If you are like me, you probably struggle to ask. Some of
our struggle stems from our American narrative which
emphasizes independence and self-reliance. Some of this
is rooted in our working-image of God. Many times we
have a working-image of God that is reflected in the
statement, “God helps those who help themselves.” This
is not a biblical statement. It is a cultural reflection of
God, a reflection that says God wants to see what we’ve
got before he is willing to jump in the mix. Is this really
who God is? No, but this is our working-image, and until
we address this image we will be very poor “askers.” How
do we address this image of God, clearing the way to ask
of God? We do this in worship. In worship, we rehearse
God’s true story and move to respond by aligning our
lives with his story. His story is that he is good and that
he wants to meet our needs because he knows we have
very little to offer if anything at all. This week consider
pausing throughout the day to ask God for what you need
in the coming hours or moments. This could be anything
from a better attitude to physical strength to freedom
from sickness. However, rather than beginning with
asking, begin with worship. Take a few moments and
reflect on who God is. How has God acted? What has
he done, not just in your life but in the lives of the many
people of God over the millennia. Pause and acknowledge
this is God’s true character and say “Yes” to living under
the faithful care of this God. Then, make your requests.
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