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Kingdom Come

this struggle?

•

in deciding how to engage our world rests on the
differing understandings of the gospel, the message
which guides our engagement of the world. What are
some various ways you have heard the gospel defined?

Connecting:
45 minutes

(The following questions are intended to provide your group with a way
of connecting with one another so that you might partner in the work God
is doing in your lives.)
•
In what ways did God move in your life this week? In
what ways did you respond to him?

•
•

What was your biggest challenge this week? In what
ways, if any, did you invite God into this challenge?
How honest have you been with us? (Graciously

•
•
•

thank group members for their honesty if they state
they have held back.)

Getting Started:

10 minutes
• What events in or areas of our world would you say
are in need of being addressed by the Church? Could
you explain?

Diving Into the Text:
60 minutes

•

(The following questions are intended to provide your group with a
simple road map through the text. Feel free to use these questions in ways
that best fit your group and the dynamics of your own meeting.)

•

Using the notes, discuss the use of the term “gospel”
in antiquity and how the authors of the new
Testament used this term.

•

Engaging this world is part of becoming like Jesus,
taking up his redemptive ministry (John 20.21-22;
Luke 19.10; Mark 6.12-13). However, the Church
today is struggling to agree upon the best ways to
engage our world. In what ways, if any, do you see

A large part of the struggle the Church is having

•

Read Mark 1.14-15 aloud. Read the text once more,
imagining you are listening to Jesus.
According to Mark, what was the gospel message of
Jesus? Is this message the same or different from how
we have defined the gospel? Could you elaborate?
According to Jesus, the gospel contains the message
that God had arrived to take up his rightful role as
King in the person of Jesus as well as the invitation
to be part of this Kingdom, to live under the reign
of Jesus. According to Jesus, people who live under
his reign, acknowledging him as King (Messiah),
are called the Church (Matthew 16.13-20).
What implications, if any, does this have on how we
understand the gospel? Could you elaborate?
While there are certainly theological realities
underpinning how we are able to enter the Kingdom
of God, the distilled truth about the Kingdom is that
it now is present as the Church. Therefore, the gospel
forms the Church as people respond to it by becoming
people who live under the reign of King Jesus. It is
this understanding that believers form the Kingdom
as they live with and under the reign of Jesus which
is the beginning of understanding how the Church is
to engage the world. What realities, if any, might be
the result of the Kingdom being now present as the
Church?
In what ways, if any, might the Kingdom of God

being now present as the Church form a basis for
understanding mission? Could you explain?

•

You might take some time as a group to pray that
God’s Kingdom would come by praying for the
Church. You can use the World Watch List of the
persecuted Church to guide you or pray as your group
sees fit.

Context and Background
Gospel

The Greek word “gospel” is central to the message of Jesus,
a term which is given meaning by the authors of the New
Testament. However, the meaning which they gave the term
was built upon the common use of the word in their day. In
antiquity, the term “gospel” was used to reference a message
of good news which announced benefits to a populace. The
term itself is made up of two parts, the first part meaning
“good” and the second, “announcement” or “messenger.”
Throughout antiquity, gospel messages were announced
by heralds. These messages typically contained news about
victories won in battle, the fulfillment of a promise made
by a ruler, or even the ascension of a new king. However,
over time, the term began to also be used to refer to oracles
given by the gods. These oracles were understood to be gifts
from the gods announcing what they planned to do as they
interacted with humanity. It is this latter religious usage
that the Romans picked up and began to use in conjunction
with the Imperial Cult. The Imperial Cult was the loosely
organized belief that the Caesars were divine and therefore
worthy of worship. While the Imperial Cult in its fullness
is not seen until the later First-Century, it is nonetheless
present in an identifiable form with Augustus (27 B.C.E
to 14 C.E.). The gospel of the Imperial Cult was the
pronouncement of the birth of a divine ruler, the coming
age of his reign, and the happiness and peace which would
be the result.

Whether Jesus ever used this specific Greek word is
uncertain. He may have used an Aramaic term similar to
the Greek word “gospel” (Mark 1.14; Matthew 24.14).
However, the use of any such word does not seem to be
important to his ministry or message, but rather used
descriptively of his ministry and message. The word only
became important as the first books of the New Testament
began to be penned. The authors of the New Testament
needed a word by which to identify what had transpired and
been proclaimed in the life and ministry of Jesus. They chose
the word “gospel.”

Historically, the first consistent and intentional usage of the

word and its cognates appears in the letters of Paul as these
are the earliest writings of the New Testament. According to
Paul, the “gospel” was a message which originated with God
(Galatians 1.11) and it involved the person and ministry of
Jesus (1 Corinthians 15.3-7). Paul noted that the gospel
was charged with power. This power created faith (Romans
1.16-17), brought life (1 Corinthians 15.2; Romans 1.16)
and judgment (Romans 2.16), and filled people with hope
(Colossians 1.5, 23). While it would be inappropriate to
describe Paul’s use of the term as inconsistent, it would not
be far off the mark to speak of it as developing. Nowhere in
the letters of Paul does one find a consistent definition of
the term other than it is used to loosely refer to the life and
work of Jesus which climaxed in the cross and resurrection,
a life and ministry which Paul proclaimed as the crux of
his evangelism. Paul’s use of the term most likely indicates
early Christian use of the term because he seems to assume
the churches to whom he is writing, some which he has never
visited, understand the term. It is not until the writing of
Mark’s Gospel that the term emerges with a clear definition.

Mark was a mission companion of Paul (Acts 13.1; 2 Timothy
4.11; Philemon 24) and Peter. Church history indicates that
Mark based his Gospel on the preaching of Peter in Rome.
Mark chose the term “gospel” to identify both the nature of
his literary work, a work about the life and ministry of Jesus
(Mark 1.1), and the nature of Jesus’ message (Mark 1.14).
In so doing, it is fairly clear that Mark had the Roman usage
of the term, tied with the Imperial Cult, in mind, because his
book and the message he identifies as Jesus’ gospel proclaim
the birth of a divine ruler, the coming of his reign, and the
happiness and peace which come to those over whom he reigns.
Other New Testament authors seem to have followed Mark’s
usage of the term. This speaks of the incredible influence
Mark’s Gospel had on the subsequent Gospels written by Luke
and Matthew and therefore upon the Church throughout
the ages. (Both Luke and Matthew not only used the term
“gospel” but used Mark’s Gospel as the foundation upon
which they wrote their own Gospels, often including his exact
wording and order.)
While Paul makes the greatest use of the term, it is important
to recognize that it is Mark who imbued the term with its New
Testament meaning, most likely coalescing the thinking of the
Church and common usage of the term handed down to him
through both Paul and Peter. Therefore, it is best to turn to
him when defining the term and then read other uses of the
term throughout the New Testament with Mark’s meaning as
the foundation for our understanding rather than using one
of Paul’s various uses as our working definition as these seem
to indicate a growing usage and understanding of the term in

the early Church. According to Mark, the gospel is directly
tied to the life and ministry of Jesus (Mark 1.1). Further,
the gospel message is the message that God’s Kingdom had
drawn near through the person of Jesus, and that all were
invited to enter and live under the reign of God. With this
foundation in mind, we can see Paul tease out aspects of
the life and ministry of Jesus as he does in 1 Corinthians
15.3-7. However, we would be wrong to reduce the gospel
to these individual elements for they miss the larger context
of which these events are a part, the coming of the Kingdom
of God through the person and ministry of Jesus.

The Text

Mark 1.14-15: Jesus’ Gospel
Mark’s Gospel is his proclamation of the life and ministry of
Jesus the Messiah. But what about Jesus’ life and ministry is
the Gospel? In other words, how might we define “gospel?”
Mark provides a clue with his use of the terms “Messiah”
and “Kingdom” in connection with the term “gospel” (Mark
1.1, 14). The terms “Messiah” and “Kingdom” were part of
a larger story about God’s redemptive movement, a story
which formed the crux of Jesus’ message.
Mark indicates that Jesus began his ministry after John the
Baptist was put in prison in the region of Galilee. As he
began his ministry, Jesus proclaimed a gospel or message of
good news. According to Mark, the good news message of
Jesus was God’s Kingdom had arrived. The arrival of this
Kingdom marked the beginning of a special time during
which people where to respond by repentance and faith. As
a people who are unfamiliar with kings and kingdoms, some
care is needed in unpacking Jesus’ gospel message.
In antiquity, kingdoms consisted of two primary elements:
a king and his subjects. Apart from these two elements, a
kingdom cannot exist. Therefore, when Jesus announced the
coming of God’s Kingdom, he was announcing the arrival
of God and the existence of God’s subjects in literal space
and time. These subjects were to consist of people who heard
God was coming and chose to give up their lives under other
rulers (repentance) so that they might orient their lives
under the reign of God (believe/faith). However, one must
not miss Jesus’ statement that the time had come. Now was
a special time. It is these words which provide context not
only for understanding the Kingdom of God but Jesus’ role
in it as Messiah.
The larger story of God’s Kingdom begins with creation
(Genesis 1-2). As sovereign creator, God stood as king over
his creation, a reign which he intended to express through his
special creation, people (Genesis 1.26-28). God intended

to reign with people as his subjects for eternity, but people
rebelled and threw off his rightful rule over them (Genesis
3). However, God, as rightful ruler, intended to reestablish
his reign over creation and people. Therefore, he chose to call
aside a people from all people to live as an example of what it
was to live as citizens of God’s Kingdom, a people who would
then reach out to others inviting them into this Kingdom life
with God. As those who lived with God and reached out to
others, these citizens filled the role of a priest (Exodus 19.46). However, these Kingdom people who served as priests also
threw off God’s rightful reign (1 Samuel 8.4-7), but God
was undeterred. He proclaimed through the prophets that he
would one day come and reestablish his rightful reign (Isaiah
9.1-7). The one God would send in his stead was understood
to be the Messiah.

When Jesus began to proclaim the time had come, he was
identifying the present moment as the time God had set to
reestablish his rightful reign on Earth. God was moving to
call people out to live under his reign and serve as his priests
in the present. In keeping with the prophecies of Isaiah and
others, Jesus was the Messiah, or the one who stood in God’s
stead as rightful ruler. Therefore, Jesus’ gospel was nothing
less than God was reasserting his rights as sovereign ruler
and calling people to live under this reign by living under the
reign of King Jesus on Earth. Jesus stated that people who
responded to God’s reign by living under him as King would
be called the Church (Matthew 16.13-20), the physical
representation of the Kingdom of God on Earth.

It is necessary to recognize that the Church is not something
separate from Israel but is Israel with Gentiles grafted in
(Romans 9-11), a called out people intended to serve as
God’s priests calling all people to live under God’s reign
through Jesus (1 Peter 2.9-10). While Jesus proclaimed that
the Kingdom of God was now physically present, seen in the
existence of the Church, the fullness of this Kingdom was not
yet present. The fullness of God’s Kingdom would come in the
future when the Church took its fullness, a people consisting
of both Israel and those who responded to the apostles
(Revelation 21.10-14) who would then live in a re-created
garden of Eden (Revelation 22.1-2) with God fulfilling their
original purpose of reflecting the rightful reign of God to the
rest of creation (Genesis 1.26-28; Revelation 22.5).

Real life with Blake:

What is the gospel? This is perhaps one of the most important
questions facing the modern Church as we seek to live into the
redemptive mission of Jesus. How we define the gospel will
shape how we engage our world in word and deed, and our
world desperately needs us to engage it. I am not one who

believes the world is getting worse and worse. The state of
our world seems to ebb and flow. There have been periods of
relative calm and there have been periods of untold horror
and evil. In our present, it does seem that we are flowing
back toward one of those periods of horror and evil. Famine

is on the rise in East Africa. War engulfs Syria and is spilling
out into the wider Middle-East creating one of the greatest
humanitarian crises of our time. In our own country, racial
tensions and unspeakable physical and verbal violence in our
schools and public spaces seem to be almost daily occurrences.
If there was ever a time our world needed the Church’s
engagement, it is now. As the people of God, we engage with
the gospel. Our lives and our words speak this message of
hope, but what is the gospel?

It seems that two main camps/definitions are emerging. Some
people define the gospel as the message that we need to be
saved so that we can go to Heaven when we die. Others define
the gospel as a call for social action, the seeking of justice.
People who hold to the former definition often withdraw into
safe communities and make forays into the world where they
tell people they are sinners in need of the forgiveness of God.
People who hold to the latter definition step out to engage the
world. They dig water wells, take in refugees, work for peace,
and much more. Both believe they are right in their thinking
and actions, and the other is wrong, or at least a good bit off
the mark. I was raised in a context which believed the former.
I am of a generation which believes the latter. I am coming to
discover that the truth is somewhere in the middle.

When Jesus began his ministry, he proclaimed the gospel, and
his message wasn’t about getting saved and going to Heaven
or feeding starving people in Africa. His message was about
the present Kingdom of God and a call for people to live as
citizens of that Kingdom, not one day in the future but to live
as citizens of that Kingdom in the present. He called this now
present Kingdom of God the Church (Matthew 16.13-20), a
people who lived under the reign of King Jesus. It was citizens
of this Kingdom who were to create a truly just society as they
lived under the Law of King Jesus (Matthew 22.36-40), and
it would be these citizens who would one day experience a
fullness of life in God’s presence yet to be revealed (Revelation
21-22). This was Jesus’ gospel, a message about Kingdom, a
message about the formation of a people we call the Church.

involves. While I am still discovering and wrestling with all
that is involved in being the Church, I am confronted with
the reality that I must first choose how I will respond to
this gospel, this invitation to be part of God’s Kingdom under
Jesus. I must first choose whether I will be part of this people
Jesus calls Church. Then and only then can I begin to see what
it means to live and proclaim the gospel.

Real life with You:
What is the gospel? How we answer this question shapes not
just the message we proclaim but who we are and how we live
as the Church. Unfortunately, as our world staggers toward
a period of incredible struggle, a time in which the need for
the Church grows increasingly clear, a growing dispute is
arising about the gospel which is resulting in the absence of
the Church at its worst and the presence of a powerless and
ineffective Church at best. In this debate about the nature of
the gospel, various texts and illustrations are proffered, but
few turn to Jesus himself.

Jesus clearly proclaimed the gospel, and his gospel was about
the arrival of the Kingdom of God through his person (Mark
1.14-16). According to Jesus, those who chose to live as
citizens of this Kingdom were called the Church (Matthew
16.13-20), the present representation of God’s Kingdom,
a people who lived under the reign of King Jesus. This was
Jesus’ gospel, and it is to be our own. Only when we choose to
respond to Jesus’ message, when we choose to live under his
reign as the Church can we then begin to understand how to
engage our world.
So, how do we respond to Jesus’ gospel? According to Jesus,
we respond by making the choice to give him his rightful
role as sovereign leader in our lives. We choose to orient
our lives under his leadership and care, becoming citizens of
his Kingdom, the Church. Certainly, there are theological
realities which undergird this choice and our ability to make
it but the choice remains the same. Will we choose to cast off
the shackles of all that rules us so that we might live under
the reign of Jesus? Only in answering this question can we
then grasp what it is to engage our world.

Proclaiming

and living this message is about more than
withdrawing and periodically sending out messengers. It is
also about more than digging wells or feeding people, and yet
it involves a little bit of both of these. Proclaiming and living
this message has everything to do with being the Church,
the physical representation of God’s now-present Kingdom,
a people living under the reign of King Jesus with all that
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