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Discussion Guide
Saved to ConneCt
ConneCting: 
45 minutes 
(the following questions are intended to provide your group with a way 
of connecting with one another so that you might partner in the work god 
is doing in your lives.)
•  in what ways did god move in your life this week? in 

what ways did you respond to him?
• what was your biggest challenge this week? in what 

ways, if any, did you invite god into this challenge?
• how honest have you been with us? (graciously 

thank group members for their honesty if they state 
they have held back.)

getting Started: 
10 minutes

• what would real connecting look like to you? 
what might you be willing to give to experience 
this kind of connection with others? could you 
elaborate?     

diving into the text:
60 minutes 
 (the following questions are intended to provide your group with a 
simple road map through the text. feel free to use these questions in ways 
that best fit your group and the dynamics of your own meeting.)

• using the notes, discuss the nature and qualities 
of koinonia (fellowship). 

• read acts 2.42-47 aloud. pause. read the text 
once more seeking to imagine what it might be to 
experience the life it describes.  

• as you read about the nature of life in the early 

church, what practices stand out to you? could 
you elaborate?  

• what would have everyday life in the early 
church been like? could you describe?  

• which aspects of the life and practices of the 
early church can be seen in the modern church? 
which are missing? why might this be the case?  

• what did connecting (fellowship) look like in the 
early church?  

• connecting (fellowship) in church is the work of 
the holy spirit, but it is a work which is found 
in the context of the intentional practice of 
togetherness. do you believe that giving the holy 
spirit this context of togetherness is easy or 
difficult for people today? could you elaborate?  

• what might it take to give the spirit this context 
of togetherness? how do you respond to what it 
might take to giving the spirit this context?  

• in what ways, if any, might the following 
question help you work through this response: 
what do i really want?  

• you might consider closing by discussing the final 
two questions in an open-ended manner, focusing 
on how answering these questions requires a 
journey rather than a moment. you might spend 
time praying for and encouraging each other on 
this journey.



Context, BaCkground, and Commentary
Fellowship (koinonia)
in the ancient world, the word “koinonia” referred to 
a close union or communion which might be experienced 
between people or between people and a god. today we 
use the word “fellowship” to translate this ancient 
greek word, but fellowship (a practice of connecting) 
is probably best understood as an aspect of koinonia 
rather than a full description of the word itself. the 
word is difficult to translate into english because it 
encapsulates not a single concept but the multiple 
concepts of friendship, devotion, care, communion, 
union, and connection. therefore, some translators 
prefer to leave the word untranslated since no 
sufficiently accurate gloss is available in the english 
language.  
the authors of the new testament use this word to 
refer to the deep experience of communion and practice 
of friendship and devotion between the followers of 
jesus. it is important to note the word does not occur 
in the gospels in any christian context. rather, the 
first use of the word is made by luke in acts 2.42 
when he uses the word to refer to one of the four 
primary practices of the early church: teaching, 
fellowship, the eucharist/lord’s table, and prayer. 
the context surrounding this usage is that of the birth 
of the church under the guidance and empowerment 
of the holy spirit. therefore, luke seems to indicate 
koinonia is a work of the spirit and not people. it is 
after this use by luke in acts that the word begins to 
appear in the new testament writings, primarily in 
paul who used the word 13 times. paul primarily used 
the word to refer to the practice of giving financial 
support to struggling congregations as a sign of 
devoted friendship between congregations (romans 
12.13; 15.26; 2 corinthians 9.13; galatians 6.6). 
what is important to note is that in paul’s letters, 
koinonia is assumed to be present, an integral part 
of a healthy, functioning local congregation of faith. 
therefore koinonia can be expressed in the giving of 
financial assistance when this is necessary (acts 2.44-
45), but this expression rests upon a deeper connection 
and devotion which the spirit works in the hearts of 
the followers of jesus.  

the text 
aCtS 2.42-47: saved to ConneCt 
acts 2 details the birth of the church as we know it. 
according to scripture, the church is the tangible 
expression of the kingdom of god, the people who live 
together with god under his reign. in jesus’ ministry, 
the kingdom existed wherever jesus and his disciples 
were. thus, jesus’ announcement that the kingdom was 
at hand (arriving) was literally unfolding in real time 
as jesus entered a village and made this proclamation. 
however, the kingdom of god during his ministry was 
limited geographically to wherever jesus was. when 
jesus ascended (acts 1.9), there was an intermediate 
time during which the disciples waited and prayed for 
the kingdom to come in a greater fullness. on the day 
of pentecost, when the holy spirit came upon those 
first believers (acts 2.4), and the promise was made 
that all future believers would receive the spirit (acts 
2.38-39), the geographic limitations of the kingdom of 
god were removed and the church as we now know it 
was born, the church as a collection of gatherings of 
believers scattered around the world who live together 
with god under his reign. 
having detailed the origins of the church, luke turns his 
attention to the first days of the church with a summary 
statement (acts 2.42-47). summary statements like this 
one occur throughout acts, luke’s literary attempt to 
help stitch together the series of stories and experiences 
he has gathered into a cohesive narrative. in these 
narratives, luke often reveals he is about to shift in 
his writing and summarizes for the reader the general 
(typical) and continued experience of the wider church 
or body of believers during the time the previous stories 
cover; that is, luke draws upon the themes of the stories 
he has collected in a particular section and draws out 
parallels to the life of the larger church. some of 
these are positive and some are negative as luke makes 
no attempt to gloss over the struggles and pitfalls 
encountered by the early church.  
the summary in acts 2.42-47 is the first of these 
summaries and it helps the reader understand what the 
first days of the church were like. we can safely assume 
that luke is discussing an extended period of time (more 
than a few days) but most likely has the jerusalem 
church in mind rather than the larger church which 
was expanding beyond jerusalem.  
according to luke, the early jerusalem church developed 



a way of being which devoted itself to four main 
practices: teaching, fellowship (koinonia), the lord’s 
table, and prayer. three of these are a continuation 
of practices drawn from the ministry of jesus. jesus 
had taught his disciples. therefore, his disciples 
in turn taught the new followers of jesus, most 
certainly handing off not only the teaching of jesus, 
but also relating their own experiences with jesus 
and old testament passages which pointed to jesus 
as the messiah. (see acts 2.14-36 for an example 
of such old testament teaching.) jesus’ ministry was 
marked with much prayer (luke 6.12). therefore, it 
is understandable that the early church was marked 
with much prayer (acts 1.14; 2.42). further, jesus 
had instructed his disciples to remember him through 
a reinterpretation of the passover meal (luke 22.7-
23). therefore, one would expect the devotion to such 
a practice. however, one of the practices of the early 
church was new: fellowship.  
the word “fellowship” is a loose translation of the 
greek word koinonia which refers to the deep union and 
communion between the early believers. it encompasses 
ideas such as friendship, connection, devotion, care, 
concern, and more. what is important to note is this 
practice is not mentioned anywhere in the gospels; that 
is, this practice is not present in the ministry of jesus, 
appearing for the first time in the early church. with 
no precedent or commandment from the ministry of 
jesus, it is safe to say that this practice arose as a work 
of the holy spirit who had recently come upon these 
believers. that the spirit moved these early believers 
to the practice of koinonia is not surprising because the 
ministry of jesus was intended to make it possible for 
people to once more connect deeply with one another, 
two becoming one as god originally intended (genesis 
2.23-24; ephesians 2.14-18). here we simply see the 
spirit leading people to the life which jesus had made 
possible. one might say that the practice of koinonia is 
the gift of the spirit to the church, a handing off of 
the life he experiences in his relationship to the father 
and the son.  
this practice of koinonia is so new and foreign that luke 
takes time to unpack its practical outworking in the life 
of the church. the deep union and communion between 
these believers led them to hold their possessions in 
common, to know one another deeply enough to know 
of physical needs, to give sacrificially to meet these 

needs, and to spend time together each day. it is likely this 
practice of koinonia which caught the attention of other 
jews in jerusalem leading to the exponential growth of 
the church in these early days.  
the modern church has carried forward the practices 
of the ancient church with the exception of koinonia. 
the modern church values teaching, prayer, and 
regularly celebrates the lord’s table in remembrance 
of his sacrifice. however, the modern church struggles 
to practice the deep communion and union known as 
koinonia as evidenced in the absence of widespread 
outworking of this practice like devotion, sacrificial 
giving, a deep knowledge of others, etc. some of this 
is because koinonia is a work of the spirit not people. 
people can teach, remember, and pray but they cannot 
engage in koinonia apart from the work of the holy 
spirit in their midst. the absence of koinonia does not 
necessarily reflect an absence of the holy spirit in a 
congregation or his refusal to give this aspect of his 
life to a body of believers. most likely, the absence of 
koinonia in a congregation reflects the unwillingness 
of a congregation to give the spirit the fertile ground 
in which koinonia might be sown: togetherness. in the 
text, luke goes to great pains to note how the church 
intentionally spent time together in formal and informal 
ways, in worship and in the sharing of everyday life (acts 
1.14; 2.1, 44, 46). it seems that the regular gathering 
of these early believers provided the spirit the context in 
which he could lead believers into what jesus had made 
possible on the cross, koinonia.  

real life with Blake:
we are hardwired to connect. i am hardwired to 
connect. i/we are meant to live in intimate connection 
with one another, but i/we rarely experience this 
intended connection because of my/our failure to know 
how to connect. my best attempts to connect go haywire 
because i can’t seem to shake ingrained ways of being, 
ways of being which have resulted from my attempts to 
live as god and not as one made in the image of god. 
however, the hope which i find in the gospel is christ has 
done what is necessary to make it possible to connect once 
more. christ has made it possible (ephesians 2.14-18). 
all that remains is the connecting. so, how exactly do i 
go about connecting, experiencing what jesus has made 
possible?  
when i strike out with the truth of what jesus has done 



real life with you:
we were made to connect, to experience deep and intimate 
relationships, but we fail to connect because we don’t 
know how. we are not able to connect, our attempt to 
play god forever marring our connecting know-how. 
but, there is hope. jesus has made connecting possible 
once more. we really can live the life we were meant 
to live, and the holy spirit can lead us to this life. we 
simply must give the spirit room to work. so, what is the 
room he needs? the fertile ground the holy spirit needs 
to lead us to the connecting jesus has made possible 
is that of togetherness with others, real, regular, 
intentional being with others. this is where things get 
difficult. we bristle at the thought of giving up an hour 
of our time because it is so precious. therefore, we miss 
the life to which the spirit can lead us. it is here that 
we must do some serious heartwork. we must ask what 
we want the most. this is no simple question. what do 
we want, really? do we want the life we were meant to 
live, or do we want our favorite television show? do we 
want to connect, or do we want our favorite sporting 
event? do we want to be lonely no more, or do we want 
the many and assorted things which now make up our 
lives? if we say we want the life we were meant to live, 
it is possible, but it comes at a cost, a cost of our present 
lives. this should not surprise us. jesus told us this was 
the cost of discipleship, but in his parable of the pearl of 
great price (matthew 13.45-46), he reminds us that it 
is more than worth the cost. this week, we encourage you 
to spend some time asking what you really want. count 
the cost. evaluate the benefits. talk with god about it. 
don’t be afraid to struggle, to be brutally honest, to be 
who you are with him. you might talk to a friend on the 
journey of faith about how this conversation is going so 
they might encourage and cheer you on as you seek to 
follow after christ.  
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in one hand and my desire to connect in the other, you 
would think all would be well. it is not. truth in one 
hand and desire in the other is not enough. i find i still 
struggle to connect. it is hard. i do it poorly and in ways 
which undermine what i want most. simply put, i am still 
lonely. i need something more, but what is the more?  
i am coming to discover that the more i need is not found 
in better connecting skills or finding people who think 
and act like me. what i need is the holy spirit because 
connecting is the work of the holy spirit. the holy spirit 
is the member of the godhead who makes reality out of 
what jesus has made a possibility.  this was what the 
first believers discovered. without the spirit they could 
pray, and they did. without the spirit they could teach, 
and they did. without the spirit, they could celebrate 
the lord’s table, and they did. but, with the spirit 
they did something they had never done before. they 
connected. they connected in a way they had never before 
connected. they connected in a way that each person was 
seen, heard, and cared for in real ways. they connected 
in a way that each person was valued regardless of their 
background, education, way of thinking, or bank account 
balance. they connected in a way that they were lonely 
no more.  
if this is what the spirit can do, then i want in, but, first, 
i have a question. if this is what the spirit can do, then 
why does he not do it in me?  i have the spirit. i have 
experienced his work in me, why not this work? what 
did these first believers have that i do not? as i ponder 
their way of being as found in scripture all i can find is 
one thing. they spent time together, real time together. 
these first believers didn’t just worship together. they 
ate together. they spent time together. they shared life 
together. . .every day. somehow, in this fertile ground of 
being together the spirit worked and brought about the 
connection jesus had made possible.  
what i glean from what i see in their lives is that when 
we are willing to give the spirit the fertile ground of 
togetherness, he will give us the gift of connecting. here 
is where the rub comes. i don’t know if i want to give 
him the fertile ground of togetherness. i have things to 
do. i have responsibilities. i have “me-time” and so much 
more. how could i ever dream of giving these up? but, 
then again, i long to connect. i was made to connect. so, 
maybe the better question is how could i not give them 
up?  


