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Discussion Guide
ConneCted to experienCe
ConneCting: 
45 minutes 
(the following questions are intended to provide your group with a way 
of connecting with one another so that you might partner in the work god 
is doing in your lives.)
•  in what ways did god move in your life this week? in 

what ways did you respond to him?
• what was your biggest challenge this week? in what 

ways, if any, did you invite god into this challenge?
• how honest have you been with us? (graciously 

thank group members for their honesty if they state 
they have held back.)

getting Started: 
10 minutes

• do you struggle to connect with people in the 
church? would you elaborate why this might be 
the case?  

diving into the text:
60 minutes 
 (the following questions are intended to provide your group with a 
simple road map through the text. feel free to use these questions in ways 
that best fit your group and the dynamics of your own meeting.)

• using the notes, discuss the definition of 
eschatology and how it encourages believers to 
live with hope in the present.   

• read 1 peter 4.7-11 aloud. pause. read the 
text again, seeking to hear these words as one 
who is struggling to follow christ in the midst 
of difficulty.  

• in what ways does peter instruct these believers 
to live? how many of these have to do with 
relationships with other believers?  

• does this surprise you? why might this be the 
case?  

• do you feel that the modern church puts as 
heavy an emphasis on relating to one another? 
could you elaborate? 

• according to peter, when we connect with one 
another we in fact experience god through one 
another. what weight, if any, does this truth 
give to the importance of connecting relationally 
with one another?  

• in what ways, if any, might the truth that we 
experience god through one another shape how 
we think about and practice being the church?  

• consider taking some time to consider, as a 
group, how you each might be meeting god 
through one another. you might share these 
thoughts with one another as both affirmation 
of and commitment to the relationships you have. 
what, if anything, prevents us from giving the 
spirit this room?  

• consider closing by discussing what it might look 
like to give the spirit room to lead you to love in 
your group.



Context, BaCkground, and Commentary

Eschatology 
eschatology is traditionally defined as the study or 
doctrine of last things. however, this definition is 
vague, leaving some people scratching their heads 
wondering how to define the definition while sending 
others off in a frenzied manner to determine the nature 
and timing of the end of the world as we know it. it 
might be better to define eschatology as the discussion 
of the consummation of god’s good, redemptive 
purposes, because this definition places the emphasis 
rightly on god and not times, dates, or means. 
eschatology is an important aspect of the faith journey 
because what one believes about the consummation of 
god’s redemptive plan in the future will shape how 
they live in the present.  
in the early writings of the old testament, little 
attention is given to where god is moving things and 
how he will take them there. at best, the authors of the 
earliest writings of the old testament spoke of people 
having a shadowy future existence in sheol with some 
briefly mentioning the possibility of experiencing god’s 
presence (psalm 139.8; job 19.25-27). it is not until 
the later writings of the prophets that one begins to 
see a formal discussion of where god is moving things. 
ezekiel speaks of a future resurrection/restoration of 
god’s people (ezekiel 37.11), and daniel speaks of a 
personal resurrection/restoration (daniel 12.2) as 
part of what god has in store for his creation. other 
prophets spoke of god finishing his work in a single 
event they referred to as the “day of the lord.” on 
this day, god would judge the unrighteous and reward 
the righteous, a reward which involved the restoration 
ezekiel and daniel had spoken about. this day would 
lead to god filling the earth and taking his rightful 
place as king over all of creation (amos 5.18-20; 
habakkuk 2.14; psalm 93, 95-100). other prophets 
noted this rightful assertion of kingship would take 
place through a vice-regent from the line of david, one 
they called messiah or god’s anointed (isaiah 9.6-7; 
32.1-8; micah 5.2-4; amos 9.11-12). when one 
unites these eschatological threads, a hopeful portrait 
emerges, one which portrays god as moving to restore 
the fortunes of his people as he renews his creation and 
his rightful reign. the timing of these actions is left 
vague, but the consummation of these all center upon a 
future day of the lord.  

in the new testament, this eschatological thread from 
the old testament finds a central role in the preaching 
of jesus. jesus announced that the time spoken about 
had come, and the long-anticipated kingdom of god 
had arrived (mark 1.14-15; luke 11.20). simply 
put, jesus posited that his arrival was nothing other 
than the great day of the lord, the movement of god 
to restore the fortunes of his people and to renew his 
creation and rightful reign. however, jesus modified 
the old testament teaching by noting the consummation 
of god’s work would not come all at once. rather, his 
disciples were to pray for god to complete what had been 
started in the person and ministry of jesus (luke 11.2). 
this modification creates something of an in-between 
experience for god’s people, an experience where now 
god is moving but he has not yet completed his work. 
therefore, the followers of jesus had access to future 
realities of god’s work in the present, but the fullness of 
these realities was yet to come. the ministry of jesus on 
the cross won the decisive victory making the experience 
of god’s restoration of things possible (revelation 5.5), 
but god, in his sovereignty, was waiting to a future date 
marked by jesus’ return to bring these possibilities into 
their fullest sense (revelation 22.12).  
this now-but-not-yet thinking becomes central to the 
teaching of the apostles, shaping how they encouraged 
early believers to navigate their world. they argued 
believers could live restored lives under god’s rightful 
reign because the life god was moving to provide was 
available to them in the present through the work of 
jesus. however, god’s patience in finishing his work left 
the experience of the world’s brokenness a very real part 
of daily experience. rather than resorting to a hopeless 
view based upon the bleak experience of present life, 
believers could face such experiences with hope that such 
experiences were temporary because god would one day 
consummate the work he began in jesus.   

the text 
1 peter 4.7-11: living with thE futurE in mind 
11 peter is a letter written to believers spread 
throughout asia minor who were undergoing intense 
persecution. we have no historical evidence of an official 
program of persecution during the time when this 
letter was written. therefore, it is best to understand 
the persecution as local and familial, probably taking 



the form of social ostracism, rejection, and unfair 
treatment. what peter may have in mind is the general 
reaction of pagan families and communities to the 
earliest believers, not unlike the modern reaction of 
muslim families and middle-eastern communities 
to christian converts from islam today. because the 
first-century world was based on one’s status as 
honorable or shameful, to experience these familial 
and local pressures would have been devastating 
because it would have ripped any sense of community, 
connectedness, identity, and security away from these 
new christians. therefore, peter in writing to them 
emphasizes how to be the church, the new community 
of god meant to replace the communities of the world, 
communities which they had lost.  
key to this discussion is the eschatological point that 
god was moving to complete his good, redemptive 
purposes with the return of christ (1 peter 2.11-12; 
4.7). these statements assume that, in christ, god had 
begun to move to restore life and creation. therefore, 
the life god intended for people was now available. 
however, god had not finished his work which was 
leading to the present experience of suffering on the 
part of these believers. but, they could face their 
present suffering with hope and vigorously pursue 
what was now available to them because they had 
the assurance that god was quickly moving to finish 
what he had started. whether these believers would 
be surprised or shocked that almost 2,000 years 
have passed and god has yet to finish what he started 
is mere speculation. what is known is the promise to 
them remains relevant to believers today. we still live 
in the final days of god’s good, redemptive movement. 
therefore, we can pursue, with hope, the life he offers 
us because we know more life will be given to us as we 
move to the consummation of god’s good work.  
because the day when god will finish his work is near, 
peter encourages the asia minor believers to remain 
engaged, to pay attention and continue to seek god in 
prayer. it might be easy to relax and say god would 
do what he would one day do, but to respond in this 
manner would lead one to miss the life now available 
to them. the work god was doing was to bring people 
into the fullness of his presence, but now they could 
experience this presence, and were to do so in prayer. 
the work god was doing would lead to a deep intimacy 
(koinonia) between people and people with god. 

however, this could now be experienced even with messy, 
imperfect believers, so long as love remained a vital and 
central component of relationships. god was moving to 
create a new community, a kingdom of his people, but 
this new community could be experienced today as people 
pursued generous hospitality, welcoming and caring for 
one another. finally, god was moving to lead people to 
an eternal experience of his glorious presence, but this 
presence could be experienced in the present through one 
another.  
it is with the mention of the experience of god’s presence 
that peter slows down and expands how this might be 
possible in the present. the experience of god’s glorious 
presence in the present is possible through spiritual gifts, 
the tangible, outer manifestations of the presence of the 
holy spirit within each believer (1 corinthians 12.4-7). 
like paul, peter reminds his audience that the various 
ways the holy spirit might manifest himself are beyond 
enumeration. however, whatever form they take, the 
believers were to take care to direct them toward one 
another because in so doing, they brought the experience 
of god to one another. those who had the gift of 
speaking should realize that in their words were mingled 
the words of god. those who served were to recognize 
that in their service was intermingled the strength and 
power of god. by turning these manifestations of the 
spirit toward one another with intention, people could 
now experience a taste of what they would experience 
more fully in the future, the presence and glory of god 
which should lead them to praise god.  

real life with Blake:
we are hardwired to connect, and even though god 
has made this possible once more, many of us hold back, 
fearful of what connecting might bring. certainly, 
connecting might bring an assortment of negative 
experiences, and we are able to tick them off with ease in 
all of their gory details. i know this is true for me, but i 
am beginning to notice that i have to struggle to turn to 
recognize the positives. i find i am bent to the negative on 
this matter. i believe many people are. talk with someone 
about connecting and you can watch their eyes glaze over 
and you know they are running through an assortment 
of reasons why connecting is not a good idea. they are 
busy. people are messy. they have other priorities. i have 
yet to find someone whose eyes light up when you talk 



real life with you:
we were made to connect, but many of us find 
connecting hard even when god has made it possible. 
hurt. fear of rejection. past experience. these and so 
many other things rise up as road blocks on the path 
of connecting. one major roadblock people struggle 
with is the belief that they have nothing to offer in a 
relationship. people have a low self-image, estimating 
their worth and value to be zero (or less than zero!). 
when this is the case, people will say things like, “they 
wouldn’t want to talk to me,” or “they don’t have time 
for someone like me.” we find other people intimidating, 
having and being everything we are not. in reality, we 
each have something immensely valuable to offer. if we 
are followers of christ, we each bring the tangible 
experience of god to every one of our relationships. this 
is the case because as followers of christ, the infinite 
god lives in our finite bodies, and as such, he leaks out. 
how he leaks out differs person by person according to 
his sovereign intentions, but he leaks. where he leaks 
is where people find the tangible experience of god. the 
wonderful thing about this is people long for god. many 
people spend their lives longing and searching for god. 
you have the very thing for which they long the most. 
what greater thing could you have to offer than what 
they long for the most? the wonderful thing is, you 
don’t have to know with great certainty how god leaks 
out of you for it to happen. you don’t have to take a 
test or enter into a long period of discernment. all you 
have to do is be with people and be yourself when you 
are with them. in so doing, god is going to show up and 
people will experience his lavish goodness and presence 
through you.   
this week, consider just showing up. show up and 
connect with other followers of christ. don’t worry 
about being like them or like someone else. don’t worry 
about having any special abilities or knowledge. just be 
who you are because in being who you are god comes out 
the best! 
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about connecting, but i am coming to believe any talk 
about connecting should cause us to get excited. you see, 
it is in connecting with one another that we are able to 
connect with and experience god.  
i know that sounds weird, and potentially heretical, but 
i am on sound biblical ground here. together, we make 
up this thing called the body of christ (1 corinthians 
12.27). this means we are jesus in this world, which, if 
we continue to think forward, means that every time we 
encounter one another we encounter jesus. peter gets a 
little more detailed than paul on the matter. like paul, 
peter notes that god dwells in each of us who follow 
christ and that the infinite god who lives in our finite 
bodies leaks out in all kinds of ways (1 corinthians 
12.4-7). however, peter says this means that in those 
places god leaks out god is present and available to all 
who experience that place. so, if god leaks out in our 
speech then those who hear us hear god. if god leaks 
out in our service, those whom we serve experience god. 
if god leaks out in our generosity, then in our generosity 
people experience god. i could go on, but you get the 
point.  
because this is true, peter argues we should take care to 
connect, with great intention directing our lives toward 
one another so we might experience god. it is here that 
connecting becomes good. to experience god is good. we 
were made for god. he is what defines goodness, and 
to experience him is to experience life as it was meant 
to be. one day we will stand and the vast goodness of 
god will wash over us, but we don’t have to wait for 
that day. we can experience this good god today. . .if we 
are willing to connect. i suppose this could encourage 
me to step out of my comfort zone (isolation bubble!) 
so i might experience god, but peter reminds me that my 
stepping out brings god to people too! this encourages 
me in my connecting because it means i have something 
to contribute, something of value to bring to others. i 
am a meaningful part of any relationship. for me, this 
makes me feel more grounded and secure in my relating. 
maybe it shores up my poor self-image. maybe it helps me 
see beyond myself. maybe it touches a part of me i don’t 
have words to express. what i know is when i consider 
that in my connecting i bring god to people, it makes me 
want to connect.  


