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Discussion Guide

•

Who We are and Why We Are Here

•

45 minutes

•

Connecting:

(The following questions are intended to provide your group with a way
of connecting with one another so that you might partner in the work God
is doing in your lives.)
•
In what ways did God move in your life this week? In
what ways did you respond to him?

•
•

What was your biggest challenge this week? In what
ways, if any, did you invite God into this challenge?
How honest have you been with us? (Graciously
thank group members for their honesty if they state
they have held back.)

•
•

engaged in a redemptive project aimed at restoring
to humanity its identity and purpose.

•

Getting Started:

10 minutes
• In what ways, if any, have you sought to answer
who you are and why you exist, questions
concerning your identity and purpose? Could you
elaborate?

•
•

Diving Into the Text:
60 minutes
(The following questions are intended to provide your group with a
simple road map through the text. Feel free to use these questions in ways
that best fit your group and the dynamics of your own meeting.)

•
•

Using the notes, discuss the roles of priests and
kings in the biblical context.
In the ancient world, identity and purpose were
given, not discovered or determined. Therefore,
scripture was written in a manner in which our
identity and purpose are given and meant to be
received and acted upon.

Read Genesis 1.26-28. Pause. Read the text once
more.
According to this text, what is the general identity
and purpose of humanity?
What might be the implications of living as priests
and kings?
Do people understand they are called to be priests
and kings? Why might this be the case?
People rejected their God-given identity and
purpose as priests and kings (Genesis 3), but God

•

Read Exodus 19.4-6, Colossians 1.15-20, 1
Peter 2.4-9, and Revelation 22.3-5. What is the
story Scripture tells of God’s movement to restore
our identity and purpose in life?
What does it feel like to hear God has made you to
be a priestly king? Could you elaborate?
What might it look like to receive and act upon this
God-given identity and purpose? Does this feel easy
or difficult? Could you explain?
Consider closing by discussing what it look like to
call out this identity and purpose in one another.

Context, Background, and Commentary
Priests and Kings

Priests and kings played a major role in every ancient
civilization. In some ways, the roles of priest and king
occupied different cultural spaces. Priests were the
ones who handled sacred space and time, while kings
maintained order and security. However, in reality, these

cultural spaces overlapped to such a degree that multiple
instances of Priest-Kings can be found throughout
history, even Jewish history.

In order to understand the biblical portrait of priests and
kings, one must look to the Old Testament. According to
scriptural tradition, God was the one true King of
Israel (Exodus 15.18; 1 Samuel 8.6-7). Therefore, his
character and actions serve as the primary exemplar of
kingship. In human terms, David serves as the primary
example of proper kingly behavior (2 Samuel 5-8).
Good human kings filled both an administrative office
and leadership role. These kings were tasked with
maintaining order, security, and seeking justice through
wise decisions. While one can easily view kings as tyrants
concerned with their own well-being (1 Samuel 8), a
good king served his people, seeking their well-being and
flourishing over his own.

Priests were those who handled sacred space and time,
those who stood between humans and the divine as
mediators. In Scripture, the descendants of Aaron were
set apart as priests, and this priesthood was further
divided into Priests and Levites, those who were the
mediators proper and those who maintained sacred
space. Like priests in all other cultures, the Aaronic
priesthood was tasked with praying, worshiping, and
leading others in prayer and worship. However, the
Israelite priests had other roles which were sometimes
found in the priesthoods of other cultures. Israelite
priests were tasked with revealing the decisions of God by
casting lots (Urim and Thummim; Numbers 27.21). They
provided healing care for people (Leviticus 13.30-46),
and they taught people God’s ways (Leviticus 10.11).
Perhaps, the largest role the Israelite priests filled was
as mediators of God’s covenant with Israel. They stood
between God and his people, bringing the two together,
representing each party to the other. Further, in this
role, the priests sought God’s forgiveness of the sins of
his people (Leviticus 16.1-19).

In many ways, the Aaronic Priesthood and the Davidic
Kingship prefigure the life and ministry of Christ.
Throughout the Old Testament prophets, the messiah is
portrayed as one not only coming from the line of David
but one who will be like David (Isaiah 9.1-7). Further,
Jesus’ ministry of forgiving sins and welcoming sinners
with mercy is prefigured in the Jewish high priesthood
(Hebrews 4.14-5.10). Not only do the roles of priest
and king in the Old Testament prefigure Christ, but

they also point to the intended roles for God’s redeemed
people. From the beginning, God intended his people serve
as priest-kings, pointing creation to God while reigning
over his creation (Genesis 1.26-28; Psalm 8.5-6). In his
movement to redeem, God sought to restore these original
roles to his people (Exodus 19.4-6; 1 Peter 2.4-5).
Therefore, these Old Testament roles become instructive
for how present day followers of Christ might understand
their purpose and practice in the modern world.

The Text

Created and redeemed to be Priest-Kings
In our modern world, great attention and devotion is given
to the pursuit of purpose and identity. We want to know
who we are and what we are meant to do in the world.
The modern conception of identity and purpose hinges on a
process which is a mixture of discovery and determination.
On some level, there exists the idea that people have an
innate identity which gives rise to their purpose which is
waiting to be unearthed, and that with the right amount
of effort a person can “find himself.” On the other hand,
there is also a stream of thought which states a person can
determine who they are and therefore their purpose in the
world. This thinking often appears in phrases like, “You
can be whatever you want to be.” While seemingly providing
clear guidance, this popular thinking has led to a situation
in which people flail about through life without identity
and purpose. This happens as the reality of life settles in
which we cannot be anything we desire to be, and where the
desire to discover ourselves is met with an ever-increasing
array of options for engaging in such a pursuit. Sometimes
this flailing about is referred to as an existential crisis, and
is coupled with deep feelings of depression and cynicism.

In the ancient world, the modern experience of existential
crisis would have befuddled the average person, because
in their setting identity and purpose were given not
determined or discovered. The ancient world functioned
through dyadic-relationships; that is, people had no sense
of existence apart from connection with others. In such a
setting, identity and purpose were found by looking to those
with whom one was connected. This giving of identity which
flows into purpose was not a one-time event, but something
which began the moment a child was born, culminating in a
right-of-passage experience. When a child was born, it was
given a name which conveyed identity and purpose. Every
time the child heard his name, he heard his identity and

purpose in life. This identity and its associated purpose
were fostered through the telling of family and tribal
stories and rituals. Finally, one’s identity and purpose
were made permanent in a ceremony/experience where the
person passed from childhood to adulthood.

The Bible was written in the cultural milieu of the ancient
world. Therefore, when it speaks of identity and purpose
it does so in the sense of giving and receiving identity
and purpose rather than discovering and determining.
To read Scripture through the later lens is to misread
Scripture. According to Scripture, God ultimately
determines our identity and purpose. While each person
has a unique and special identity and purpose (Ephesians
2.10; 1 Corinthians 11-12), humanity, in general, has
a common identity and purpose. This identity and purpose
was God-ordained in the act of creation. God made people
to be bearers of his image so they might rule over creation
(Genesis 1.26). The word for image in the language of
the Old Testament is the word “idol.” People were created
to be idols of God; that is, God made people to be his
physical representatives on Earth, conveying not only his
presence but also his power and character. Simply put,
God made people to stand between himself and the rest
of creation. People were meant to bring God to creation
and creation to God. In this manner, God made people
to serve like priests for all of creation. However, God
made people to be more than mediators. As bearers of
God’s image, people were created to function like God in
the world; that is, God made people to rule. In this way,
the identity as idols of God also lends itself to the role
of sovereign ruler or king. Good kings seek the welfare
and flourishing of their vassals. Therefore, people were
made by God to seek the welfare and flourishing of his
creation. In this context, when God instructed people to
be fruitful and multiply (Genesis 1.28), God’s intention
was to extend his presence and rule to all of creation.

While God

created people to be his idols, idols who
served as priests and kings, both this purpose and identity
were rejected when people sought to throw off their
status as those created to be like God for the status of
being gods (Genesis 3). However, God did not give up on
his original intentions for people’s identity and purpose.
God began a great project of redemption, a process of
restoring people’s identity and purpose. A hint of how
God would go about doing this is found in Genesis 12
with the calling of Abram. God’s plan involved calling
out a select group of people to be a blessing to all people

(Genesis 12.1-3). The specifics of how this would work is
found in the Exodus journey. On this journey, God revealed
that his select group of people, the Hebrews, were intended
to function as priests and kings (Exodus 19.5-6). This
was to be the practical outworking of God’s redemptive
action on their behalf (Exodus 19.4), a restoration of
identity and purpose. However, the people of Israel quickly
rejected this aspect of God’s redemptive movement as their
rejected the terms of the covenant God made with them
(Exodus 32). However, the practical outworking of God’s
redemptive movement remained the same, a restoration of
humanity’s identity and purpose.
Jesus came not only to bring about God’s purposes of
redemption, but to point to the life for which people were
being redeemed. Jesus appeared as one who lived as one
created in the image of God (Colossians 1.15). As such,
he lived as both King (Colossians 1.16-18) and mediating
priest (Colossians 1.19-20). Therefore, it is not shocking
to discover that those who follow Christ are being made
into a people who live as kingly priests (1 Peter 2.4-5,
9). While the work of Jesus makes it possible for people to
regain their original identity and purpose, the completion
of this redemptive work lies in the future. However, at
the completion of God’s redemptive movement, people once
more resemble God’s image—they bear his name—and
they once more fulfill their purpose as those who represent
God on Earth as priestly kings (Revelation 22.3-5).

Real life with Blake:

How am I to navigate the world as a person of faith? This
is the question I find myself asking more and more. The way
I learned to navigate the world just doesn’t work anymore,
because the world I grew up in is not the world I am now
living. The world in which I was raised was the world of
Christendom, or at least the vestiges of Christendom. In
the world in which I now live, Christendom is dead, not
Christianity, Christendom. I no longer live in a world
in which the government is interested in supporting and
promoting the values, agenda, priorities, and ethics of
Christianity. Therefore, in order to navigate this world, I
need to learn how to navigate a world free of Christendom.

This is harder than it sounds, because it takes going back
to square one. When the world around you changes, you
can’t simply say it is best to just keep living as you have been
living. That way is based on a completely different context.
I have to figure out my new context and then how I best fit

and function in my new context. This only leads me to a
deeper dilemma. I struggle to understand how I fit because
I am not sure who I am. I was born and raised in a culture
which told me I was to discover and determine my identity
and purpose in the world. The trouble is, discovering and
determining purpose and identity doesn’t really work. . .for
anyone. The ancients knew what we have forgotten. Identity
and purpose are given not determined or discovered.

So, who gives me my identity? My theology tells me my
identity comes from Christ, but I am not sure I have done a
lot of digging beneath that statement. Who am I exactly in
Christ? I am God’s beloved. I am one who is gifted. I am one
who is protected, and more. However, while immeasurable
helpful in handling what the world throws at me, these
realities do little to help me navigate forward in the world.
I need something more. As I have been pondering and digging
around in Scripture, I am more and more convinced that
there is a part of who I am, who we are, I have overlooked.
Maybe, I haven’t overlooked it as much as not know what
to do with it. According to Scripture, I was made to be a
priestly king, and the work of Jesus is intended to restore
to me this identity and purpose. At first blush, this seems
too much to claim for myself, and it probably would be, if
it were simply me discovering or determining my identity.
But, this is not the case. This is the identity and purpose
which God has given to me, and not just me. He has given
this identity and purpose to all people. Every person we see
was made to be priestly royalty. I know, it is hard to imagine
when I look in the mirror or across the table, but it is true.
What is harder to imagine is how we will one day look when
God finishes his work in us. We may now play around in the
dirt but one day we will sit on thrones.
What does this mean for me today? I am still figuring that
part out. What I know is who God has made and redeemed
me to be is what I am today. This means the way I navigate
the world, whatever world I find myself in, is as a priestly
king. I am not sure this means people must begin to address
my as “Your Highness,” but it does mean I can hold my head
a bit higher. It does mean I have a lot more authority than I
realize. It does mean I have a bigger role to play than I have
ever allowed myself to believe. Realizing who I am makes

Real life with You:
How do we navigate the world as people of faith? We
find ourselves asking this question on a more regular
basis because the world in which we live is changing. .
.drastically, and the old ways don’t seem to work anymore.
When life changes like this, we must go back to the drawing
board and ask fundamental questions. Two of the most
fundamental questions we must ask concern our identity
and purpose. Identity and purpose are the foundation
stones for navigating whatever situation we find ourselves.
The problem many of us face is we don’t know who we are
or why we are here. These seem impossible questions to
answer, but they are not as difficult as we think because
they have already been answered for us. In Christ, we are
priestly kings. We were always meant to be priestly kings.
Things just got a bit off track, but Christ has put them back
into sorts. People who are priestly kings play an important
part in the world. As priests, we are mediators of God’s
presence. As kings, we are responsible for the flourishing
of creation itself. I am not talking in pure spiritual terms
here. As priestly kings, we physically mediate God and
meant to ensure the very real flourishing of our world in
the present. Even the smallest and most insignificant of
us has a literal throne with his name on it, a corner of
this Earth over which he presides! Intimidated? Don’t be.
Certainly, we should pause to recognize how important we
are in the world, but for the most part, it is best to lean
hard into who we are and what we are meant to do because
the world needs us. Leaning in begins with acceptance,
the acceptance of our identity and purpose. Identity and
purpose are given. Therefore, they must also be received.
If we wish to navigate this world as people of faith, we
must first receive who we are. This week, we encourage
you to sit with the idea that God has called and created
us to be priestly kings. Can we receive this? If not, what
stands in the way? What might it look like to talk with
God concerning who we are and what we were made to
do? Consider sharing this journey with soul friends and
journaling your thoughts and prayers.

me want to lean hard into what it looks like to navigate this
world as a person of faith, as someone who is a priestly
king.
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