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Discussion Guide

•

Dealing with the Log
Connecting:
45 minutes

(The following questions are intended to provide your group with a way
of connecting with one another so that you might partner in the work God
is doing in your lives.)

•
•
•

In what ways did God move in your life this week? In what
ways did you respond to him?
What was your biggest challenge this week? In what ways,
if any, did you invite God into this challenge?
How honest have you been with us? (Graciously thank

•
•

•

group members for their honesty if they state they have
held back.)

Getting Started:

•

10 minutes
• Do you

•

Diving Into the Text:

•

agree or disagree with the following
statement: “You can’t hand off what you don’t
have.”? Could you explain?

60 minutes
(The following questions are intended to provide your group with a
simple road map through the text. Feel free to use these questions in ways
that best fit your group and the dynamics of your own meeting.)

•
•
•

Discuss the use of judgement and its cognates in
Scripture.
Read Matthew 7.1-6 aloud. Pause. Read the
text once more, aloud.
What reasons does Jesus provide for not judging
others? Seek to find as many as possible.

Jesus does not instruct his followers to ignore
unrighteousness. What guidance does he provide
concerning the presence of unrighteousness?
In your mind, do followers of Jesus apply these
instructions well? Would you elaborate?
What, if anything, do you find difficult in these
exhortations? What pitfalls, if any, exist in
seeking to obey them?
With our present discussion of peacemaking in
view, how might we apply these words to our
calling to make peace?
Why might this approach to peacemaking be
necessary? Could you explain?
What might it look like to approach peacemaking
in this manner as a congregation? As an
individual? As a group?
Consider closing by discussing various personal
areas in need of peacemaking. Hold these before
God, asking for his peace to mend the divides
present.

Context, Background, and Commentary

Judgement
In the ancient Greek world, the term “judgment” and
its cognates were used almost exclusively within legal
settings.

The

central concept of this word-group

involved the process of assessing and then passing
judgement upon a person or issue.

As

time passed,

other cognates of this word-group were formed
with associated meanings: interrogate, dispute, and
investigate.

The Septuagint (LXX) or Greek translation of the
Hebrew Old Testament used the judgement wordgroup in keeping with the classical Greek usage.
However, several modifying elements were added to
the original concept of these terms. First, the Hebrew
people understood judgment to be part of the process
of seeking justice. In their mind, justice involved
actions which restored peace within a community.

This process did involve individual leaders, as well as
community heads, and the wider community (Judges;
Ruth 4.1-2). However, justice was rooted in the
person and character of God who was Lord and Judge
(Deuteronomy 1.17). As Lord and Judge, God never
deviates from justice (Psalm 7.11). He calls Heaven
and Earth as his tribunal (Isaiah 1.2; Jeremiah 2.12;
Micah 6.1). He is the judge of the nations, not just
the Israelites (Genesis 11.1-9; Psalm 67.4; Joel
3.2), and he will pass final judgement of all people
and nations at a time the prophets referred to as the

Day of the Lord (Isaiah 2.12-18; Jeremiah 46.10;
Ezekiel 30.3).
In the New Testament, one finds the authors uses the
term judgement and its cognates in keeping with its

Hebrews 6.2), and that this judgement would involve
the issuing of punishment (John 3.17-18; Romans 2.12;
2 Thessalonians 2.12; James 5.9). In light of God being
both Lord and Judge, his people were therefore limited in
their scope and ability to judge (Matthew 7.1). While
God’s people could distinguish, and were to evaluate
behaviors within the Church, God alone held the right to
condemn (1 Corinthians 5.12, 6.2). The reality that all
people are fallen and corrupt in their ways belies their
ability to pass proper and fitting judgements

1-3).

(Romans

The Text

Matthew 7.1-7:
In Matthew 7, Jesus turns to issues of judgement, the
process of assessing and passing judgement upon people.
It is important to note the larger context in which this
discussion is found, sandwiched in-between exhortations
concerning worry and instructions involving praying for
one’s needs. Both the discussion concerning worry and
the instructions concerning prayer involve a mindset in
which the believer releases responsibility and control to

God. In the Kingdom of God, the believer can trust God
with issues beyond his power and control. Coming inbetween these discussions which focus on trusting God
with issues beyond one’s power and control, this same
theme infuses Jesus’ discussion concerning judgement.
The process of judging is one which the believer can
release to God as it concerns issues beyond his power and
control.
Jesus is clear in his call to release the process of judging
to God with his command not to judge. However, the

usage in the Old Testament, including the additional

human nature formed in the image of the divine longs

ideas of

reflecting the divine image. However, the marred state of

God

as the ultimate Lord and Judge. The

authors of the New Testament press further into the

Day of the Lord or final judgement of God, noting
this judgement begins with the people of God and then
extends to the nations (1 Peter 4.17; Acts 2.25;

to exercise authority in passing judgement as a means of
the human image makes any such judgement faulty, a poor
expression of God’s character (Romans 1-3). Therefore,

the process of humanity passing judgement in the present
is denied by Jesus. Jesus notes that should the citizens of

God’s Kingdom pass judgement, it would create a cycle

Real life with Blake:

of judgement in which the standard they had applied to

Our world is broken, but God has filled it with people
who can help, his peacemakers. However, when I look
out at the world, I quickly am overwhelmed. There exists
so much brokenness, I do not know where to start and

others would be applied to them. The thought of fallen
people using faulty standards to pass judgement on
fallen behaviors is dark at best.

In denying humanity the process of passing judgement,
Jesus is not saying no behaviors exist which need to be
addressed and corrected. Humanity is fallen. Jesus
proposes another way. He suggests that citizens of
the Kingdom should begin by acknowledging and
addressing their own areas of unrighteousness. Only
when one had fully addressed his own unrighteousness
would he be able to address with integrity the
unrighteousness of another. To do otherwise would be

to pretend to be righteous; that is, to pretend to be like

God (hypocrisy).
Jesus concludes his discussion concerning judgement
with two proverbs concerning pearls, pigs, and dogs.
At first these proverbs seem to be out of place, but
upon closer inspection they fit the discussion well. If
judgement is denied, the temptation might be to express
the desire to judge in less obvious ways. With these
proverbs, Jesus speaks to this temptation expressed
through advice giving. At its worst, advice giving is
a twisted way of using truth wrapped in a package of
false concern for the expressed purpose of condemning
a person and their behavior. Jesus warns that yielding
to this temptation would yield poor results, the advice
giver being torn to bits and their beautiful advice
being trampled into the mud. In other words, avoid
judgement, even in its disguised forms.

to start in too many places quickly dilutes my ability to
make peace. So, do I just pick something about which

I

am passionate? What about finding and addressing the
biggest need at the moment?

Maybe I should just draw
straws or cast lots. At the end of the day, I find that
the hardest part of peacemaking is getting started. So,
where do we start?
I have found Jesus to be extremely clear when it comes
to the starting point for peacemaking. We start with
ourselves. We cannot go and make peace in a world if
we have not first sought to make peace in our own lives.
To do otherwise would be the height of hypocrisy, and a
twisted form of judging our world and those in it. When
God’s people do not have their own house in order, most
people are not very receptive to those people putting
other’s houses in order.

So,

is the house of

God’s

people really that out of

order? Well, what does it look like to be in order? It

looks like a people among whom there are no divisions.

It has been reported in the World Christian Encyclopedia
that some 33,000 Christian denominations exist.
While the methodology used in arriving at this number
is flawed, including many non-Christ centered faiths
like Mormonism and breaking the Catholic Church into
almost 1,000 denominations, it would likely be safe
to say there are over 10,000 Christian denominations.
At face value, this is not a problem. Under the surface,
we have a huge problem. Many of these denominations
have come into being as the consequence of arguments
among God’s people, arguments which did not end with
reconciliation but division.

Even

those denominations

which agree to accept one another as fellow believers, eye
each other warily and the claims of fellowship typically
go no further than the claims themselves. Sadly,

Dr.

Martin Luther King’s assessment that Sunday is the
most segregated day in America remains largely true. We
have not yet even touched on the countless grievances,
grudges, and broken relationships which exist in local
congregations. Do we need to go deeper to see we do not
have our house in order?
So, what might it look like to put our own house in order,
to deal with our log? I think it begins by acknowledging
we have a log; that is, Union Center and Blake Shipp as
a member do not have their house in order. I would like
to begin with someone else and their congregation, but I
must begin with me. Second, I must acknowledge where
my house is not in order. In this case, I carry a number

Real life with You:

of wounds and grievances accumulated across the years

This can take many forms. One might make a list of

of ministry. Finally, I move to mend the divide. In this

case, forgiveness is the necessary balm. I am beginning
this process, stepping into it by learning how to grieve,

a large part of the focus of my sabbatical. As I step into
grieving, there will come other stages, anger, rage, more

grief, sadness and then the beautiful release which makes
room for the freedom to embrace.

Peacemakers

bring the power of

God’s Kingdom

to

bear on the brokenness before them so they might leave
a wake of wholeness behind them, but with so much
brokenness before us, where do we start? Jesus is
clear that peacemaking must begin with the peacemaker.

To do otherwise is not only a form of hypocrisy but is
tantamount to issuing a twisted form of condemnation
wrapped in a bow of false concern for our broken world.

But how do we begin ourselves?
Beginning the process of peacemaking

in one’s own

life begins with the acknowledgement that there are
divides which exist and these divides need to be mended.

her relationships along with an honest evaluation of
their present status.

One might do the same for their
Church, honestly evaluating what is and is not working
relationally. Once these have been identified, we own our
part and apply the necessary balm. Sometimes this balm
is the admission of wrongdoing. Other times it involves
beginning the process of forgiveness. Sometimes we need
to reengage and finish well. As we experience the grace
of God mending these divides, we experience and possess
peace in a way that is authentic rather than theoretical,
and we are able to hand off what we have experienced.
This week, make space to do an honest evaluation of your
own personal comings and goings. Where, if at all, are
there divides needing to be mended? This exercise is not
meant to bring about the experience of condemnation. It
is simply meant to expose. You are asking divine sight.
While what we see may not be pretty, divine sight
is grounded in the bottomless love of God. Once we
notice our divides, we can apply the appropriate balm:
forgiveness, confession, acceptance, reconciliation, and
more.
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