
We over Me – Engaging actively in conflict 
 
Matt 18:15-18 
 
We have fundamentally bought into a radical individualism where we act as though we really 
don’t need each other.   

This compartmentalization of our faith, assumes our most important relationship is 
“with God” and can therefore be lived independent of others.   

 
Both being true, that we’re created for community and we’re all sinners means conflict is 
inevitable.   And as Christ followers we need to be really good at engaging in conflict so we can 
have a vibrant, redemptive community 
 
Stage 1. Honest, private, personal conversation. (Matt 18:15) 

• …so slow down, ask yourself a few things: 
“am I overly emotionally”, “am I taking a slight, or something not intended to be 
harmful, or sinful – too personally”  

• “am I turning this into a conflict”  
 
…What is it you share?  “go and point out their fault”. 
How do you share this? 

o You do this alone 
o With love, not anger 
o Humbly, with an eye towards your own part. 

 
Stage 2 Purposeful minimal broadening of the circle. (Matt 18:16) 
 
Stage 3 Alert the leadership of the church. (Matt 18:17a) 
 
Stage 4  Excommunication. (Matt 18:17 
 
Matt:19-20 
 
The context for this powerful truth (For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with 
them) is conflict.  Jesus is saying, “I’m particularly interested in, and attuned to relational, 
conflict between my followers.”   
 
When you commit to we over me.  Jesus is saying – you won’t do this on your own.  I’m with 
you.  
 
Benediction 
 
Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble 
mind. Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you 



were called, that you may obtain a blessing. Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty 
hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, 
because he cares for you. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
    
Based on 1 Peter 3:8-9; 5:5-7 
 


