Recognizing God’s Voice
GOING DEEPER GUIDES ARE AVAILABLE AT THE RESOURCE CENTER

Join us as we read through the Bible this year
Tips for the Journey: How to read and interact with God
• Pray. Remember God is with you, and ask Him to teach you today.
• Read. Open your Bible to the passage, or listen to an audio version.
• Grasp. How would you briefly summarize the passage in your own words?
• Think. What does it reveal about who God is, who you are, or how to live?
• Respond. What do you want to say to God, or do with God in response?
Monday:
Exodus 39-40
Friday:
Joshua 3-4
Tuesday:
Review and Praise
Saturday: Luke 1-2
Psalm 63
Wednesday: Bible Guide 3
Sunday:
Thursday:
Joshua 1-2

GENERAL INFORMATION

CARE AND COMPASSION

ADVENT

LOOKING AHEAD

Welcome Guests

Pastoral Care

“The great proclamation “The Word became flesh
and made his dwelling among us” (John 1:14)
assures us that God has entered into human history
through the incarnation of the Son. The season of
Advent, a season of waiting, is designed to cultivate
our awareness of God’s actions - past, present, and
future. In Advent we hear the prophecies of the
Messiah’s coming as addressed to us - people who
wait for the second coming. In Advent we heighten

Today

If you are a new guest to Union Center, we welcome
you! We have a small gift for you at the Resource
Center.

Library Corner
Our Christmas books and videos are displayed on top
of the first bookcase as you walk into the library.
We also have new videos, including: “I Can Only
Imagine,” (both the video with great Special Features
and a teaching video by Bart Millard) “Paul. Apostle
of Christ,” “God’s not Dead, I & II”, “The Shack,” and
“War Room.” These are located on the top shelf of
the bookcase at the end of the library desk.
Please enjoy these materials – after checking them
out – instructions on top of library desk.
Contact Elizabeth Rutter at 607-206-1734.
Widow’s Fellowship

Condolences to the Langton family on the loss of Jay’s
father.

Hospitalization

If you have a death or hospitalization in your family,
please let us know.
Contact: Church Office, 754.8222, After Hours, 484.2412

Prayer Requests

Need prayer? Drop a note in the offering plate, e-mail,
or call the office.
Contact: info@unioncenter.org or 754.8222

Handyman Ministry

This ministry provides help with simple home repairs
and maintenance to those in need.
Contact: unioncenter.org/meeting-your-needs/

Thursday, December 13, 12pm, Olive Garden in Vestal

All widows are welcome to join us. Buy your own
lunch.
RSVP to Phyllis, 607.797.3032

Christmas Cookie Fellowship
December 24, 5 pm

As part of our efforts to be family at Union Center,
we will be hosting a Christmas Cookie Fellowship
in Main Street from 5-6 pm on Monday, December
24, but that takes cookies! Therefore, we are asking
for donations of Christmas cookies of all shapes and
sizes. All cookies may dropped off at the Information
Desk on Sunday, December 23.

SERVICE & OUTREACH
Christmas Shoppe

Open every Sunday in December through Christmas, 134

Pick up items you may be in need of for Christmas.
There is no charge for anything in the Shoppe.
After the early church model of sharing all things
(Acts 2), join with 55 Alive in this experience of
generosity. Bring what you have, so that others do
not have need. We are still in need of items such as
toys, appliances, clothing (especially children’s). All
items must be “like new,” clean, in working order and
no stains on the clothing. Drop off items in room 134.
Contact: Mary Beth, 607.692.7856

Worship & Technical Arts Team

We are looking for people to point others to God
through the use of instruments (electric guitar, keys,
bass, drums) and all technical skills (lights/video,
audio, slides.)
Contact: Margaret, msmith@unioncenter.org

our anticipation for the ultimate fulfillment of
all Old Testament promises, when the wolf will
lie down with the lamb, death will be swallowed
up, and every tear will be wiped away. In this way
Advent highlights for us the larger story of God’s
redemptive plan.

A deliberate tension must be built into our practice of
the Advent season. Christ has come, and yet not all
things have reached completion. While we remember
Israel’s waiting and hoping and we give thanks for
Christ’s birth, we also anticipate his second coming
at the end of time. For this reason Advent began
as a penitential season, a time for discipline and
intentional repentance in the confident expectation
and hope of Christ’s coming again.” (quotation taken
from The Worship Sourcebook, 2004)

During Advent, many Christian traditions include
the use of greenery as a part of helping us create
this tension of now God has moved but he has not
yet completed his redemptive work. Various types
of greenery are used to represent aspects of God’s
character and work. Cedar is used to represent
royalty, fir and pine to represent everlasting
life, the holly symbolizes Jesus’ death, and the
ivy represents resurrection. The various greenery
therefore symbolizes the completed work of Christ,
a visual reminder of what God has done even as we
wait for the completion of this work.

December 9, 2018
Service Times: 9 &10:45 am (Nursery available)
9 am, Shepherd’s Town, Toddler - 5th grade
11:15 am, Toddler - 5th Grade released to 		
	Shepherd’s Town
6 pm, Elevate Youth Group

Sundays in December

Following each service: Christmas Shoppe Open

Prayer Room

Open on Sunday mornings, and during office hours
throughout the week. (M-Th. 9-4pm)

Monday

6:30 pm, Re:gen

Tuesdays & Thursdays
2 pm, Bone Savers , 131C

Thursdays

6:30 pm, Men’s Group

December 13

12 pm, Widow’s Fellowship, Olive Garden in Vestal

December 24

5 pm, Christmas Cookie Fellowship
6 pm, Christmas Eve Service

GIVING REPORT
Weekly Budget: $15,962
Giving: $15,044
Cumulative Surplus: $11,211
Thank you for your faithful giving.

