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Connecting:
45 minutes

carry out the redemptive mission of Jesus, what
shape might Jesus’ gospel give to these efforts?
Could you elaborate?

•

It

•

Do you think the people who make up the Church

(The following questions are intended to provide your group with a way
of connecting with one another so that you might partner in the work God
is doing in your lives.)
•
In what ways did God move in your life this week? In
what ways did you respond to him?

•
•

What was your biggest challenge this week? In what
ways, if any, did you invite God into this challenge?
How honest have you been with us? (Graciously
thank group members for their honesty if they state
they have held back.)

Getting Started:
10 minutes

•

What events in or areas of our world would you
say are in need of being addressed by the Church?
Could you explain?
Diving Into the Text:
60 minutes

have this understanding of who they are and
their role in carrying out the redemptive mission
of Jesus? Why might this be the case?

•

(The following questions are intended to provide your group with a
simple road map through the text. Feel free to use these questions in ways
that best fit your group and the dynamics of your own meeting.)

•

•

As followers of Christ, we are called to carry
on the redemptive mission of Christ (John
20.21-22). However, the shape this takes
depends heavily upon how we understand Jesus’
gospel. Read Mark 1.14-15 aloud. How do you
hear Jesus defining “gospel?” What are the two
aspects of his gospel?
If how we understand the gospel shapes how we

has been said that Jesus’ gospel is both
proclamation and invitation. Jesus declared that
one could now see and enter the Kingdom of God,
and that the Church was central to both seeing
and entering (Matthew 16.13-20). This implies
that our carrying out of the redemptive mission
of Jesus begins by forming a community called
the Church in and through which the Kingdom
of God can be seen. In other words, the Church
consists of people who live under the reign of
King Jesus. What might the implications of this
understanding be for the Church? Could you
elaborate?

•

People who live under the reign of King Jesus
are people who intentionally live by Jesus’ Law.
Read Matthew 22.34-40 and John 13.34-35.
What is Jesus’ Law? What might it look like to
live Jesus’ Law as the Church? Do you feel this is
easy or difficult? Could you explain?
The authors of the New Testament continually
called the Church to live by Jesus’ Law, loving
God and one another, but people found this
difficult. Therefore, these authors encouraged
the Church to regularly gather to encourage
one another in this pursuit. Read Hebrews
10.23-25. In what ways, if any, might these

instructions help the Church live by Jesus’ Law?

•

What

additional weight, if any, do these
instructions place upon the regular gathering of
the Church? Could you explain?

•

What

•

You

might it look like to live out these
instructions as a group?
might conclude by discussing practical
outworkings of gathering to encourage one
another to pursue a life of loving God and one
another. You might discuss the difficulties to this
and what might be required of you, including how
this makes you feel.

Context and Background

Kingdom of God, the Gospel, and the Church
The heart of Jesus’ teaching and ministry centered upon
the Kingdom of God. This term or its cognates appear
eighty-five times in the New Testament, sixty-one times
in the Synoptic Gospels alone (Matthew, Mark, and
Luke). Jesus rooted his proclamation concerning the
Kingdom in a larger narrative about God’s Kingdom,
created and reestablished. As creator, God was the
rightful King over all of creation. He desired to express
his reign through humanity who would live as a kingdom
of priests—a kingdom consists of subjects and their
sovereign ruler—reflecting God’s image and reign
to the rest of Creation (Genesis 1.26-28). However,
humanity rebelled against their King (Genesis 3),
refusing to live as priests who extended the rightful
reign of God in his creation. Therefore, God chose to call
out a group of people (Israel) who would function as a
Kingdom of Priests to demonstrate to the world the life
he intended and to invite humanity to once again submit to
his reign (Exodus 19.4-6). However, as humanity had
once before, Israel rebelled, throwing off God’s rightful
claim as sovereign and their role as his image-bearers
to creation (1 Samuel 8). Rather than responding
in anger, God showed mercy to those who rebelled
and promised that one day he would come through his
Messiah to reestablish his physical Kingdom on Earth
(Isaiah 9.1-7). When Jesus came proclaiming his gospel
message about the Kingdom, he was stating that God’s
promise made through Isaiah was being fulfilled through
him (Mark 1.14-15). In Jesus, God had arrived to
reestablish his physical Kingdom so that people might see
the life he originally intended for people as his priests,
extending his reign to creation, and so people might once

again submit to his reign. Jesus called this now present
Kingdom the Church (Matthew 16.13-20), those people
who willingly lived under the rightful reign of King Jesus.

As a real Kingdom consisting of people and their sovereign
ruler, the Kingdom of God is a political reality, a reality
foretold by Isaiah (Isaiah 9.1-7). The disciples and
followers clearly understood Jesus to be proclaiming a
present Kingdom with political clout in their questions
concerning power (Acts 1.6; Mark 10.35-45) and in
their response to his entering Jerusalem shortly before
his crucifixion (Matthew 21.1-11). Even Jesus’ enemies
understood him as a political threat and crucified him as
a political rebel who claimed kingship for himself (Mark
15.26; Matthew 27.11). However, the Kingdom Jesus
proclaimed went beyond the political realm to include the
spiritual realm. Jesus noted that the Kingdom of God was
present within the hearts of his followers (Luke 17.2021), a spiritual reign which created a new moral code
(Matthew 22.34-40) which placed God above all others
(Matthew 22.15-22).

It is important to note that as much as Jesus’ preaching
focused on the very real presence of the Kingdom of God
in the present, he also stressed that the Kingdom of God
which was present was not the Kingdom of God in its
fullness. Sometimes this reality has been referred to as
a “now-not-yet” eschatology; that is the Kingdom of God
is both now and not yet present in its fullness. While the
Kingdom of God truly had come, its presence seen in the
miracles of Jesus (Luke 11.20) and the Church (Matthew
16.13-20), his disciples were to pray for the fullness
of God’s Kingdom to come (Luke 11.2). Jesus associated
the coming of the Kingdom of God in its fullness with
judgment (Matthew 5.19-20; 7.21-23; 25.1-46; Luke
13.22-30) which later authors noted would involve the
restoration of all of Creation and a return to life as God
intended (Romans 8.18-30; Revelation 21-22), a life
which maintained the Church at its center.
When Jesus proclaimed his gospel about the Kingdom, he
was basically stating that people could now see and become
part of the life God originally intended (Mark 1.14-15),
and that this life could be seen and joined in and through
the Church (Matthew 16.13-20). Therefore, the Church
is central to the proclamation of the gospel, standing as
both a witness to its truth and a means of responding to
it. However, this creates important realities to which the
Church must now pay attention. If the Church is to serve
as a witness to the truth of the gospel and a means of

responding to it, the Church must be made up of people
who themselves have responded to the gospel. The Church
can only be the Church when it is made up of people who
have first witnessed that God’s Kingdom is present in the
Church, and second, chosen to respond to the gospel by
living under the reign of King Jesus in and through the
community called the Church.

As a people who live under the reign of King Jesus, the
Church consists of a people who willingly live under
Jesus’ Law. According to Jesus, this Law has stood and
will stand for all time (Matthew 5.17-20) and can
be summarized as seeking to devote oneself fully to God
in love and to love one’s fellow person as themselves
(Matthew 22.36-40). Therefore, as a community
which represents the Kingdom of God now present on
Earth, the Church is a worshipping community which
seeks to express selfless devotion to their fellow person,
the latter beginning within their own midst. Simply
put, the Church is a community in which God’s story is
purposefully told and God’s people pursue loving devotion
with one another. The practical realities of this should be
obvious. The community called the Church should be the
one place where the truth of God and life he intended is
found. In this community one should witness what it is
to honor God as sovereign and to honor one another as
precious beings created in the image of God, a community
of truth, love, peace, justice, and righteousness. It is no
mistake that Jesus warned that those who claimed to be
his followers but did not pursue this form of community,
particularly the creation of a community marked by
truth, love, peace, justice and righteousness for all of
its members, were not in fact his followers (Matthew
25.31-46; esp. verses 40 and 45-46).

Later authors of the New Testament epistles consistently
focused on these two realities, Churches becoming
communities which were devoted to God and one another.
Paul regularly provided guidance for the practical and
theological realities which would be involved in the
creation of this kind of community. However, it was the
author of Hebrews who noted that it was the practice of
community itself, the regular gathering which was of the
utmost importance in becoming a community which stood
as a witness to the now present Kingdom. He noted that
in the regular gathering of the Church, encouragement
was found to be a people who loved both God and people
(Hebrews 10.24-25).

It is important to remember that Jesus’ gospel message

involved not just the announcement that one could see the
Kingdom of God in the Church thereby requiring those who
responded to the gospel to create such communities, but
his gospel announced that people could enter the Kingdom
of God as they became part of these communities. When
people chose to become part of the Church and willingly
lived with others under the reign of King Jesus, they too
became citizens of God’s Kingdom (Philippian 3.15-21).
However, this begs the question as to why people would
wish to respond to the gospel by becoming part of the
Church stepping into the Kingdom and its life. The constant
witness of the New Testament seems to be that the Church
reached out by proclaiming the presence of the Kingdom,
the reign of Jesus, but wooed people toward responding
with the expression of good works, the extension of the
Kingdom life of loving one another (Galatians 6.9-10;
Hebrews 10.24-25; 1 Peter 2.11-12). The justice, love,
mercy and peace sought in the community of faith was to be
extended to those not within this community. The purpose
of this was not to recreate the community outside the
Church but to show people what life within the Church was
like, an invitation which then invited people to respond by
responding to God’s sovereignty (1 Peter 2.12).

Real life with Blake:

How are we to engage our world? This is the one question
every community of faith must answer if it is to be faithful
to its calling to carry on the redemptive mission of Jesus. It
is the one question which many seem to be unable to answer
because, their energies focused upon surviving the tragic
outworkings of a disagreement over the gospel. However,
all is not lost. The Church can return to the question of the
nature of the gospel and work its way toward what it looks
like to engage its world.

Jesus’ gospel was both proclamation and invitation. Jesus
proclaimed people could now see and join the Kingdom of
God; that is, people could see and join the life he always
intended for them in and through the Church. Simply put,
the Church is central to people seeing and responding to
the gospel. Therefore, if the Church is to fulfill its role in
carrying on the redemptive mission of Jesus, it must first
itself respond to the gospel.
Responding to the gospel is about more than receiving
forgiveness or choosing to act for justice. Responding to
the gospel begins by choosing to live under the reign of King
Jesus and to do so in a community made up of like-minded
people. This community of people (the Church) chooses to

live under Jesus’ Law which states they are to seek to love
God and their fellow person, which means the Church is
a worshipping community where people treat one another
with love, respect, and justice as they seek righteousness
and peace with one another. In other words, when the
Church responds to the gospel they form a community
where people might discover and encounter the true
God and where they might witness and experience the
righteous life God has always intended. The Church
should be the one place on Earth where all are loved,
all are respected, all are served, all are cherished and
protected, all are afforded the worth they deserve as
people created in the image of God. Then and only then
can the Church reach out and engage its world.

Tragically, the Church struggles to engage its world
because it has not first responded to the gospel itself.
The Church is full of strife. It foments hatred. It affords
some people more honor than others based on things like
gender or race. It seeks the protection of some at the cost
of others so that when the world sees us it sees anything
but the Kingdom of God, life as it is meant to be. Some of
this exists because we are a people in process, but most of
it exists because we are not a people who are seeking to
respond to the gospel, not the gospel Jesus proclaimed.
But what if we were? What if we were that people?
What might it look like to seek to become that people?

The author of Hebrews offers us guidance in how to
become that people, a people who have responded to the
gospel. He noted that the Church becomes a gospeloriented people through their gathering and intentional
fostering of a gospel community. It is when we gather for
the purpose of becoming a gospel people we become that
gospel people. It is when we gather and admit we do not
love, do not care, do not cherish but spur one another on
to this life, cheering, admonishing, and encouraging that
by the Holy Spirit we become that people, and the world
begins to see the Kingdom. . .in and among us.

Real life with You:
What does it look like to engage our world, to carry
forth the redemptive mission of Jesus? Whatever the
answer is, it is rooted in how we define the gospel,
because the gospel was central to Jesus’ redemptive
mission. Therefore, however we define the gospel will
give shape to how we carry out the redemptive mission
of Jesus. As we consider how Jesus defined the gospel,
we see that it was both proclamation and invitation. It

was a message that people could now see and enter the
Kingdom of God, and that the Church was central to
both the seeing and entering. When we step back and
consider this reality, it becomes apparent that the first
step in carrying on the redemptive mission of Jesus is
creating a community (the Church) in which people can
see the Kingdom of God, a people living under the reign
of King Jesus.

People who live under the reign of King Jesus willingly
live by his Law, seeking to love God and one another
completely. Thus, any community which serves as an
example of the Kingdom of God is a community which
pursues God above all else and seeks to lavish selfless
love upon one another. This leads to a community where
God and his life might be found and where people are
cared for completely. In other words, this community
would become the most just, most caring, most
righteous, most uplifting community on the face of the
Earth. So, is this who the Church is? Is this who we are?
Honestly, the answer is “No.” The Church is often the
last place to which we would point as a loving, caring,
righteous community. Often the Church is a dangerous
community full of factitious people who love themselves
more than any other. Not quite how we would define the
Kingdom of God. Some of this is because we are a people
in process. However, some of it is because we have not
taken seriously what it is to be the Church. Being the
Church means we are a people who have responded to the
gospel. We are a people who have chosen to live under
the reign of King Jesus and take this very seriously.
Second, in our pursuit of this gospel life, we continually
gather for the purpose of encouraging and admonishing
one another toward this gospel-centered life, a life
under the reign of King Jesus. In time, as we respond
and gather to encourage one another toward the gospel,
we will see a new way of being blossom among us. The
question is not whether this can happen but whether it
will happen, and this, in large part, hinges upon us. Do
we wish to be that people, a people who are called the
Church?
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