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Discussion Guide
Recognizing god’s Voice
connecting: 
45 minutes 
(the following questions are intended to provide your group with a way 
of connecting with one another so that you might partner in the work god 
is doing in your lives.)
•  in what ways did god move in your life this week? in 

what ways did you respond to him?
• what was your biggest challenge this week? in what 

ways, if any, did you invite god into this challenge?
• how honest have you been with us? (graciously 

thank group members for their honesty if they state 
they have held back.)

getting staRted: 
10 minutes

• have you ever had the experience of hearing 
someone’s voice and knowing who was speaking 
to you even though you couldn’t see them? how 
might have this been possible? 

diVing into the text:
60 minutes 
 (the following questions are intended to provide your group with a 
simple road map through the text. feel free to use these questions in ways 
that best fit your group and the dynamics of your own meeting.)

recognizing god’s voice is not always easy, particularly 
if we do not have experience in doing so. many voices 
fill our lives, and almost all of them carry competing 
messages. recognizing god’s voice involves sifting 
through the various voices we hear in order to 
recognize god’s voice. the following exercise is meant 
to guide your through this sifting process and can be 
done as a group. 

1. ask god to speak to a specific area or issue. over 
a period of several days, pay attention to the 
normal experiences and conversations which fill 
your life. pull aside any message or voice which 
seems to address this area or issue. (if doing this 
as a group, take this step before meeting as a 
group.) 

2. write down the various messages or voices you 
have heard. (as a group, share what you heard 
without people offering comment.) 

3. read romans 8.1, galatians 5.22-23, and 
revelation 12.10. these verses describe what 
god’s voice does and does not sound like. as a 
group, reflect on what these verses say about the 
quality of god’s voice.  

4. consider your list and cross off all voices and 



messages which do not fit the quality of god’s 
voice. (if doing this as a group, explain your 
choices and what it was like to make these 
choices.) 

5. consider the life of Jesus and read colossians 
1.15 and John 1.14. as a group, discuss how in 
Jesus we see who god is and hear his voice.  

6. consider your list and cross off all voices 
and messages which do not fit the character, 
ministry, and message of Jesus. (if doing this as a 
group, explain your choices and what it was like 
to make these choices.) 

7. take what remains and ask that those who are 
in christ-centered community consider it so 
they might affirm whether it is of god. this 
affirmation involves the larger community 
engaging in the process above in addition to 
evaluating what was heard in conJunction 
with how and what god has said to the larger 
community. what is affirmed is of god.  

as a group, consider closing by discussing what this 
exercise was like. pray for grace to hear and respond 
to god’s voice. 

context, BackgRound, and commentaRy

Obedience and GOd’s VOice

the relationship between god and people as it pertains to 
god’s voice is one of revelation and response. throughout 
scripture, when god speaks, there exists the expected 
response of obedience by those who have heard god’s 
voice. this relationship between hearing and obedience 
appears as early as genesis 22 when abraham is blessed 
because he obeyed when he heard god (genesis 22.18). 
before god gave the law to moses at mount sinai, he 
reiterated his expectation that in hearing the voice of god 
through the law, the people would respond by obeying 
(exodus 19.5, 8). throughout the prophets, a regular 
rebuke leveled by god against the people of israel is they 
heard god’s voice and did not respond (psalm 115.6; 
isaiah 6.9-10; Jeremiah 3.13). in the new testament, 
Jesus regularly stated he expected those who heard his 
voice (god’s voice) to respond with obedience (matthew 
11.5; mark 4.9; luke 6.46-49). further, he noted it 
was those who heard and obeyed his voice who were in 
relationship with him (luke 6.46-49; John 15.9-16). 
that obedience is the appropriate response to hearing 
god’s voice makes the Journey of faith one of devotion 
expressed through action. in other words, those who 
are truly upon the Journey of faith will demonstrate it 
through physical actions, actions of obedience (James 
1.22; 2.14-26).

the text 
ListeninG fOr GOd’s VOice

hearing god involves the process of discerning god’s 
voice from among the many competing voices which are 
part of a fallen and distorted world. this is a sifting 
process which involves the on-going consideration and 
evaluation of various voices in conJunction with what 
we can expect with respect to god’s voice. this process 
rests upon the belief that god really does speak, and that 
people can hear and respond to his voice.  
perhaps the most obvious (and oft overlooked) starting 
place in the process of discerning god’s voice is with the 
action of asking god to speak. while god can and does 
initiate conversations with his people, one need not wait 
for god to reveal his will. his children are invited to 



ask, and god promises that when asked, he will reveal 
what he desires for his people (Jeremiah 33.3). once a 
person has asked god to speak with regard to a specific 
subJect or issue, he or she must begin to listen with 
great intention for voices/messages which address 
this subJect or issue. this process of listening involves 
the sifting of various voices, and the challenging of 
assumptions regarding god’s voice. perhaps the first 
such challenge involves adJusting one’s expectation to 
include the ability to hear god’s voice in various ways, 
both within and outside scripture (hebrews 1.1-2); 
that is, god can speak through a magazine article Just 
as clearly as he can through the bible. therefore, 
listening is about paying attention to any and all 
voices/messages which address the subJect or issue.  
as one begins to pay attention, it can be surprising 
how many competing voices address the issue at hand. 
it can be tempting to drift toward certain voices 
because of their content or tone, but each voice must 
be carefully evaluated to see whether it is god’s voice. 
sometimes, we are tempted to listen for voices we do 
not hear; that is, we assume god’s voice will come in 
some miraculous manner. this can happen, and when it 
does, it is clear god has spoken. however, the clear 
testimony of scripture is god seems to prefer to speak 
in and through our everyday circumstances, the voices 
which already surround us. this preference is seen 
throughout the old testament as god spoke primarily 
through the prophets, ordinary human beings who 
verbally proclaimed god’s voice (hebrews 1.1). in 
the new testament, we see god’s voice take on flesh; 
that is, god’s voice enters our everyday experience in a 
permanent way (John 1.14). it is this enfleshed voice 
which continues to speak to us today, often through 
people who represent christ’s body (1 peter 4.10-
11). even the bible is a record of god’s voice coming 
to us in the human voice; god inspired scripture, but 
people wrote it. god spoke to us in their voice and 
through their pen! simply put, our extraordinary god 
likes to speak through the ordinariness of life, and in 
this he seems to prefer the human presence and voice. 
therefore, in our paying attention, we should carefully 
notice what we see and hear around us in our everyday 
lives.  

of the many voices which address the issue at hand, 
one might assume god’s voice would stand out clearly. 
in some way, it would be the loudest and most obvious 
voice, but sometimes god’s voice is the softest and most 
overlooked (1 kings 19.9-18). therefore, we must pay 
attention to each voice, no matter how soft. with each 
voice, we must then ask if it fits with the nature of god’s 
voice, how god’s voice would sound. for instance, a 
condemning voice would not be the voice of god (romans 
8.1), because god does not speak in this manner to his 
people. god’s voice will match his character of love, 
Joy, peace, patience, kindness, and gentleness (galatians 
5.22-23). at this point, one may be left with a single 
voice or a reduced number of voices. regardless of the 
number, the remaining voices must then be compared with 
the person of Jesus, for the voice of god will always 
speak in keeping with the character, ministry, and message 
of Jesus (1 John 4.1-3). at this point, one generally has 
a single voice in view. however, one cannot yet assume 
they have heard god. this voice must be taken back to 
the people of god, so that it might be affirmed as being 
from god (acts 13.1-3; galatians 2.1-2). throughout 
history, this kind of testing has been referred to as 
measuring something against the “rule of faith.” while 
never definitively defined, the rule of faith is generally 
understood to be the bounds of orthodoxy as understood 
by the church. this evaluation involves not simply the 
evaluation of the message against the stated orthodoxy 
of the church but also the comparison with the general 
experience and practice (orthopraxy) of the church.  
once a message/voice has been identified as of god, the 
believer must then seek to respond in obedience, for to 
hear god’s voice is to hear an invitation to obey. the 
constant testimony of scripture is that of revelation 
being followed by obedience. therefore, the believer must 
ask what obedience looks like and take steps to model this 
behavior within a christ-centered community.    



Real life with you:
if god speaks, we should be able to hear his voice. this 
statement makes sense, but it doesn’t help us make sense 
of our experience, because we hear many voices. which 
one belongs to god? recognizing god’s voice among the 
many voices we hear involves a process of sifting out all 
voices which are not of god so that only god’s voice 
remains. this sifting will involve not Just the removing 
of voices but also the challenging of expectations and 
assumptions concerning god’s voice. this sifting begins 
when we choose to pay attention to the many voices and 
messages which surround us, and pulling out those which 
speak to an issue to which we desire god to speak. we 
then consider the various voices and remove all which do 
not fit the tone and character of god. so, for instance, 
we remove all condemning, unkind, accusing, and angry 
voices (romans 8.1; galatians 5.22-23; revelation 
12.10). next, we remove all the voices which do not 
fit the character and ministry of christ. what remains 
is likely the voice of god, but we must take an additional 
step. we take what we have heard into christ-centered 
community, asking that they affirm what we have heard 
as being from god. this is an important step as it checks 
our incredible ability to deceive ourselves and Justify our 
bent desires, and it acknowledges our deep connection 
with other people of god. any word from god will 
require a response and such a response will also affect 
other people of god. therefore, hearing from them is the 
final test in knowing which voice is god’s voice.  
this week, we encourage you to consider an area or 
issue where you desire to hear god’s voice. ask god to 
speak, and then pay attention to the ordinary events, 
happenings, and conversations which follow. pull out 
the various voices and experiences which address the 
issue and engage in the sifting process as described above. 
you might Journal what this experience is like for you or 
talk about it with a soul friend. 
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Real life with Blake:
if god speaks, how do i recognize his voice? one might 
assume that recognizing god’s voice would be easy. 
inasmuch as god speaks through donkeys or voices from 
the sky, recognizing his voice is easy. the problem is that 
these are the exceptions not the rule. generally speaking, 
god seems to prefer to speak through our ordinary life 
(including our circumstances) and in these he seems to 
prefer the human voice. the trouble is, i hear a lot of 
voices, including my own. if god is speaking through one 
of them, how do i know which one is his?  
hearing god’s voice in the midst of many competing 
voices requires a grid, the right grid. therefore, the 
process of discerning god’s voice is as much a process 
of refining our grid (challenging our assumptions and 
expectations) as it is listening. for instance, i grew up 
in religious environment where god was presented as 
angry, demeaning, and condemning. so, it might be easy 
to assume that the angry, demeaning, condemning voices 
i hear are god’s voice. the problem with this is scripture 
is pretty clear that such voices are real, but they don’t 
come from god (romans 8.1; galatians 5.22-23; 
revelation 12.10). so, how do i determine which voice 
is god’s voice?  
a number of years ago, a dear friend gave me a grid 
which i have found very useful. first, listen for the voice 
which fits the character of god as revealed in scripture. 
let everything else go. then, of the voices which remain, 
listen for the one which fits the voice of god made flesh; 
that is, listen for the voice which fits the life and person 
of Jesus. let everything else go. third, listen for the 
voice which is affirmed by the church. this last one is the 
one i find most difficult, because it means i must engage 
christ-centered community with what i have heard 
so that it might be affirmed as truly from god. this is 
difficult because hearing god can feel so personal, but 
i must remind myself that what god has to say to me is 
always about the “we.”  
once i have god’s voice, i must then obey it. after all, 
the point of listening for god’s voice is to respond to it 
with obedience. sometimes this is easier said than done. 
i think this is why i am sometime reluctant to listen 
or even to ask god to speak. this reveals my bentness 
toward being my own god, a bentness we all endure. 
however, the more i humble myself and listen, the more 
i realize god’s way is the best way, which encourages me 
to continue humbling myself to listen.


