
We over Me – Engaging in we over me 
 
….our default mode is “me over we” radical individualism.  
 
Jesus is especially engaged with us, makes a promise to work with us when we go through 
conflict, when we engage in we over me 
 
Stage 1. Honest, private, personal conversation. (Matt 18:15) 
Stage 2 Purposeful minimal broadening of the circle. (Matt 18:16) 
Stage 3 Alert the leadership of the church. (Matt 18:17a) 
Stage 4  Excommunication. (Matt 18:17 
 
Matt:18:21-22 
 
the minimum standard mindset: 

Peter’s bar was set too low and Jesus wasn’t interested in setting a bar, fulfilling a duty.  
Jesus isn’t calling us to minimal standards, or a religious ideology – we are not called to 
forgive as duty but as a blessed practice in a redemptive community 

 
Matt 18:23-27 
 
The magnitude of the debt 

Now this parable was clearly intended to show the inescapable magnitude of our own 
sin before God, the utter hopelessness of our position before the king.   
 

1 Tim 1:15 
 

Two things are true of me.   

- a magnitude of debt, that is impossible for me to repay”  

- powerless to change – in the posture of bankrupt and desperate for help”   

 
Matt 18:28-35 
 

You could say that the servant exhibited an individualistic faith – what happens between 
me and the king is what counts, not between me and others. 
 
This parable challenges our hyper individualistic view of faith.  Where what matters is 
my faith before God, not my practice before others.   
 

• Can you imagine rejecting the whole min standard mindset and believe that God wants 
and enables much more for us – in redemptive community with each other.   

• Can you imagine the magnitude of your debt not only forgiven by God, but 
transformative for you; like Paul you’re fundamentally humbled – chief of all sinners.  



• Can you imagine in being seen, known by others in your community and loved by them 
like God loves!  That requires a multi-dimensional faith - we over me. 

 
Benediction 
 
Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble 
mind. Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you 
were called, that you may obtain a blessing. Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty 
hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, 
because he cares for you. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
    
Based on 1 Peter 3:8-9; 5:5-7 
 


