
We over Me – Accept one another 
 
 
Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.  
(Romans 15:7 NIV) 
  
Greek word for “accept” literally means “to receive” or “to take to one’s self”.  Think of 
receiving or taking into one’s home or into one’s heart.   
Accepting someone like this is an experience of deep belonging.  
 
It’s the insider vs. the outsider.  Paul’s exhortation is for the mature insider to accept the 
outsiders, receive them into your hearts and homes.  Let them know “you are wanted” “we 
want to help” and there is “no need to measure up”.  
 
“Throughout Scripture the people who are most able to hear and respond to Jesus are those 
who recognize themselves as sinners.” 

- Jim Van Ypren 
 
Luke 7:36-47 
Luke 18:9-14 
 
Romans 15:5-6 
 
Two Acceptance Postures: 
 
#1 - Believe to belong: 
  We believe certain truths about God, about scripture, the world, sin, etc.  If you believe 
like us and have similar behaviors.  Then you measure up.  Believe and you will be accepted, 
you will belong in our family. 
 
#2 – Belong to believe:    
 You are a prostitute, follow me, Jesus says.  You are a tax collector you are accepted, 
join the disciples.  I share my heart, my meals, my life with you -you belong.  Over time with 
me, you’ll become more and more like me.   
 
Benediction 
 
Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a humble 
mind. Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you 
were called, that you may obtain a blessing. Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty 
hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, 
because he cares for you. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.  
    
Based on 1 Peter 3:8-9; 5:5-7 


