#3: WHAT IS INCARNATIONAL? 1
EXPLORATION
To be ‘missional’ we had learned is living out of sent-ness, but that impulse of “sent” can send
people off into really offensive behavior in the world.
1. Have you experienced the street corner preacher? What did that feel like? What other
offensive, or bizarre things have you seen or practiced to ‘share Christ’?
Where missional involves going, incarnational involves ‘taking on flesh” – your posture,
motives, and your heart reflecting the goodness, character and love of God.
2. What do you think about Jesus being viewed as a friend of sinners? What does that tell us
about his posture?

MEDITATION – READ JOHN 2:1-10; 3:1-4; 4:4-10; ACTS 3:1-7
3. Where does ministry take place in each of these events?
4. What is significant about the context (place, environment, type of people) and how may it
apply to us?
For example, in Acts 3:1-7 it was outside the temple, near the gate. This shows that sojourners
need to experience God through us, in our normal lives, often along the way to something else,
God can show up through us.

CHANGE – JOHN 8:2-11
Jesus looks past the outward behavior, sin, fragility to become her advocate. Becoming her advocate
involved gaining her trust. With trust the heart to desire and obey God comes naturally.

5. Contrast Jesus posture towards the woman with that of the religious agitators.
6. Why did Jesus choose to get involved in this woman’s story?
7. What does it require of us to become advocates?
8. What is the risk for us in advocating for sinners?
9. Why is it hard to advocate for people what struggle with obvious sin?
10. Who in your life needs you to be an advocate for them now?

ACTION
Spend some time today in a shopping mall, cafe, coffee shop that overlooks a busy crosswalk, or a
popular park, or college campus area. Simply sit still and look at the faces that go past you. Imagine
some of the things that might make up their life stories: sadness, abuse, broken relationships, sexual
mistakes, lack of purpose, broken marriages, deep debt, despair, searching for God. Pray for them.
11. Bless one person without any strings attached and without trying to talk about God or getting any
acknowledgment. Reflect on how your heart felt. What if you could live a life of blessing? How
might you be different? How might that develop credibility?
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