
	
#4: WHAT IS COMMUNITY? 1 

EXPLORATION 
“Community” it’s an ideal, a hope, and a need.  It’s the foundation of any group or church and 
requires people to interact, share, and participate in a common effort.  It’s similar to a team sport 
that requires individuals to prioritize the involvement of others in order to succeed.  

Community cannot be created in isolation, nor does it happen without action.  It requires people to 
navigate the tensions of interpersonal relationships.  

1. So, what does community look like?  Describe when you enjoyed a significant community 
experience?  What made it so meaningful to you? 

2. What are some the negative examples of community you’ve experienced?  What are your 
biggest hopes and fears as you think about potential of being engaged in community? 

MEDITATION – READ GEN 18:1-8; 2 COR 5:14-16; PHIL 1:3-5 
3. In their day, how would people have described the God-followers like Abraham or Paul? 

4. Describe how the disciples might have characterized the community they had with Jesus.  

5. As you read the scriptures above, what thoughts come to mind about how you view your 
own community?  

6. What would need to change to incorporate more opportunities for community in your life? 

CHANGE  
Here’s the rub... we all live out of individualistic values instead of communal values.  We 
protect our time, prioritize our agendas.  We deal with our struggles in isolation and get 
sucked into a pace of life which leaves no time for spontaneous or intentional community. 

7. What might you have to give up in order to make time for your community? 

8. What are the benefits that you might gain by going deeper into community? 

9. What personal interests, hobbies, or activities can you share with others? 

ACTION – PRACTICING HOSPITALITY 
Many feel socially awkward when moving into community, hospitality is a key component that makes 
community warm and inviting.  One definition of hospitality is to show friendship to a visitor.  The idea 
of ‘brotherly love’ as described in the New Testament actually means “to love outsiders as if they were 
our own brothers or sisters.” 

10. Meet at a discussion group member’s home where you can prepare and enjoy a meal together. 
Prepare a “Community Soup” meal together using the ingredients everyone has brought. 

11. Split up individually or in twos and make a list of all the words that come to mind when 
you think of ‘Community’.  Set a timer for five minutes.  Read your lists.  Discern together 
what are the most important aspects of community. Are they similar to the early church?   

	
1	Adopted	from	The	Tangible	Kingdom	Primer,	Hugh	Halter	&	Matt	Smay;	Missio	Publishing.	


