
9 AM
Worship Service
Nursery - 5th Grade
Shepherd’s Town 

10:45 AM
Worship Service
(with Deaf Interpreters)
Nursery - 5th grade  
Shepherd’s Town    

Today, December 18 @ The Center

Dependent Prayer
God doesn’t answer prayer; He answers desperate prayer. That doesn’t mean we 
contrive a constant state of anxiety. It means we have a clear understanding of 
what’s at stake, and we’re aware that without God’s blessing, wisdom, and direc-
tion, we’re a mess. A covenant commitment to prayer means that there are times 
we refuse to accept that God is done answering us, and we’re bold enough to 
wait and wrestle with God until He answers.

Gospel Humility
Gospel humility is an attitude that causes us to submit to one another and to 
listen intently to godly counsel. On the one hand, it prompts us to be gentle and 
forgiving, and to admit when we’re wrong. On the other, it prompts us to walk in 
spirit-led boldness. Gospel humility requires a healthy self-assessment. It liberates 
a person to pursue God’s way of living—regardless of the interpretation of others.

 Freedom In Christ
Jesus came to free us from all the effects of our sin and to heal us from our 
wounds. Only Jesus is able to heal us, and only He can free us from the sin that 
controls us, whether the sin is the result of emotional wounding, self-destructive 
thought patterns or habits, or the result of oppression from demonic beings. We 
can develop coping skills to manage the sin that controls us, but only Jesus has 
the power to release us to walk in freedom from its control.

Grace-Filled Community
In community, people are honest with one another. We don’t need to pretend 
we’re better or worse than we really are. We strive for a community that extends 
grace, where we’re willing to hear and speak the truth to one another in love, and 
where we learn to combine our unique personalities and abilities to become the 
whole body that Jesus describes.
 
Intentional Outreach
We are committed to intentional outreach in three different ways:
personally, congregationally, and globally. Personally, we reach out to people 
when we spread the message of Jesus through our conversations and our ac-
tions. Congregationally, we partner with existing organizations and pursue new 
opportunities that will extend the message of Jesus to our community. Globally, 
we commission missionaries to represent us around the world as they take the 
message of Jesus to people we may never meet until we get to heaven.

ValuesCovenant
The values we strive for...

We are committed to:
Gospel Humility, Dependent Prayer,  

Freedom in Christ, Intentional Outreach
and Being a Grace-Filled Community.

Please go to: www.unioncenter.org
to learn more about our Covenant Values.

Pastor Sal Maiorana

MATTHeW 13:1-9

That same day Jesus went out 
of the house and sat by the lake. 

Such large crowds gathered 
around him that he got into a 
boat and sat in it, while all the 
people stood on the shore.                                                                                                           

Then he told them many 
things in parables, saying:                                                                                             
“A farmer went out to sow his seed.                                                                                                                       

As he was scattering the seed, 
some fell along the path, and 
the birds came and ate it up.                   

Some fell on rocky places, 
where it did not have much 
soil. It sprang up quickly, 
because the soil was shallow.

But when the sun came up, the 
plants were scorched, and they 
withered because they had no 
root. Other seed fell among 
thorns, which grew up and choked 
the plants. Still other seed fell 
on good soil, where it produced 
a crop—a hundred, sixty or 
thirty times what was sown.

Whoever has ears, let them hear.”

NOTeS:  

 

5 - 7 PM
Elevate Christmas 
Party



December 18, 2011
o 9am      o 10:45 am

o  I’m searching for a church.
o Just visiting 

How did you hear about us?

First and Last Name             Birthdate

Spouse           Birthdate

Child            Birthdate

Child            Birthdate

Child            Birthdate

Child            Birthdate

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone

e-mail

  SAVE THE DATE

  Monday, December 19
  6:30 PM, Men’s Ministry

  Tuesday, December 20
   6 PM, Trustee Meeting   
  6:30 PM, Prayer Meeting  
   
   Saturday, December 24
   5:30 PM, Christmas eve Service
    (with Deaf Interpreters &                                
                    Childcare (Nursery to 4yrs.))
  7 PM, Christmas eve Service 
 (No childcare)

  Sunday, December 25
  10:45 AM, Christmas Service
         (No childcare)

  Saturday, December 31
  5 PM, New Year’s eve Celebration

  Thursday, January 12
  9:30 AM, MOPS
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THANK YOU

A tremendous, heartfelt “Thank you” to everyone who helped 
make Sunday’s Open House a smashing success!!!  Whether you 
cooked and served food, helped little (or big) ones make crafts, set 
up and cleaned up, made popcorn, or simply visited with people, 
your contribution is what made this day possible.  Thank you 
for showing the unconditional, servant love of Christ to every-
one in attendance.  We hold you in high regard: WAY TO GO!  

Christmas Shoppe
Today,  December  18

This is the last Sunday our annual “CHRISTMAS SHOPPe” will be open.  We are 
open between services and after the second service.  What is the CHRISTMAS 
SHOPPe?  A place here at Union Center Christian Church where you and your 
family can get gifts and other necessities; we have a great variety of items for 
the low cost of a “SMILe and THANKS.”  Items have been donated by “55 ALIVe”;  
but if you have any items that you would like to share we will gladly accept 
them. Come and check us out--get a gift or two and brighten our day!!
A Stillwater Christmas
Wednesday, December 21, 1:30 PM
There will be a Stillwater Christmas Party on Wednesday, December 21 
from 1:30-3:30 PM.  If you are interested in attending the Christmas Party  
to watch the kids open their gifts please give Nadene a call. 

 Contact:  Nadene Abramo, 723-8809

New Year’s Eve Celebration
December 31, 5 PM

55 ALIVe will be hosting an adult New Year’s eve Celebration here on Union 
Center Campus. This event is open for all adults so please come and join us for 
a relaxing evening of food (a full sit-down dinner), fun (games and/or video) 
and fellowship (share in a time of worship and testimonies).  
We will finish at 10:00 PM.  
 Contact : MaryBeth at 692-7856.
Spiritual Gifting Class
Saturday, January 21, 9 AM
Are you still wondering what your spiritual gifts are and how to use them? Are 
you wanting to plug into Union Center Christian Church but don’t know where 
you belong? Are you currently serving but feel it is not a good fit?  Come join 
Pastor Sal and Susan Woodcook as they teach a spiritual gift and personality 
profile class on Saturday, January 21st from 9am-Noon. Discovering how God 
created you can be exciting and enlightening.  Cost is $15 per person to be paid 
when you sign up for the class at the Resource Center. Please don’t let the cost 
inhibit you from attending. If you need help with the cost, please let Susan know.

Contact: Susan, swoodcook@unioncenter.org or 754-8222

Weather cancellation information 
can be found at www.unioncenter.

org or by calling 607-754-8222. 
In the case of a Broome County State 

of Emergency all events will be 
cancelled for that day.

Elevate Happenings

New York CitY ServiCe ProjeCt
February 17-19, 2012 

elevate is partnering with the New York City School of Urban Ministry 
(NYSUM) in Queens,  NY, by supporting their Operation City Compassion 
through hands-on serving. We will have several students in grades 9-12, 
leaders, and parents traveling to New York City from February 17-19  to feed; 
distribute blankets, clothing, and supplies; and to share the Father’s heart 
with homeless individuals. For more information about NYSUM, check out 
NYSUM. org.  Information flyers are available at the elevate Booth. If you are 
a varsity student and would like to go, please sign up at the elevate Booth. 

SCHoLArSHiPS
If   you’d like to give a partial or full scholarship to someone going to NYC, please 
write a check to UCCC and put “elevate Scholarship” in the memo and place it 
in the offering plate. Please consider how you can help today! Cost is $300 per 
person. Students will be sending out support letters to family and friends, but 

we could use your help!
Got SCrAP?

elevate is looking for any metal to turn into funds to help with our NYC 
Missions Trip. Do you have a freezer, fridge, dishwasher, filing cabinet, 
etc., that you want to get rid of? We can turn metal into scholarship 
money for our trip! Contact Suellen to set up a pick up or drop off!

Contact: Suellen, ssheard@stny.rr.com

Missions Prayer Requests:

Missions team & Ngasyak Partnership trip:
Please pray for the Missions Team as they seek to discern God’s intention for who 

will join the Team in March/April. 

kathi:
Kathi has recently relocated to a different rental property and is asking for prayer 

that God will give her real favor with her new Landlord and there would be 
mutual benefit and blessing personally and for her ministry. 

Please pray for Kathi’s bone-graft to heal. The healing is taking longer than 
anticipated – which requires her to continue wearing her neck-brace, which is 

cumbersome and uncomfortable. 

Weekly Giving Report
12/11/2011 

Weekly Budget                          $25,794
 Giving                                          $24,305
Cumulative Deficit                 ($21,960)
  
Thank you for your faithful giving.


